oblivious to the 
y, met as we are for 


behind and beyond this 
‘tation 


College, Camberley). 


REV. 4. 6. WOODE, MA, 


th 
wit 
found 
Our 
of 
ound T 
mic be found. 


vn a 


Only He can mediate between man and man and 
nation and nation who has already mediated between 
man and God.“ All thoughtful statesmen, probably, 
dream these dreams of a unified humanity, towards 
which end a concert of Europe and council of the 
nations are some of the oft-debated steps. But I 


never yet heard of the politician who, as such, could 


of United Intercession, 


Christendom 
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* Address delivered on the 


Evangel 


startlingly clear in these dark days—that nowhere 
save in Christianity shall such ad 


change in human ideas and human conduct, a 


“Ucom 
Corpus 
| 
Caristo.” 
Jan.-Feb., 1916. 
Looking A LABOURER will not work the worse if he should sometimes lift his 
eyes from his spade and look at the far horizons. Our immediate task 
A 
head. we are within sight of securing the cause of for all time. 
ultimate things. And it is of those I want to speak to you to-da 
praying together ne 
a few appear to 
this: The world will 
basis for human niess we can 
of human livin at plan, or lack of 
enough. And the not automatically 
ld, indeed, mean t —that is, the liberty 
' its own life unha by an alien race or 
; lies beyond t iting the whole of 
, life on to a basis ¢ utual goodwill. As 
| excellent political qu ble, has recently put 
overthrow the idol of put in its place the service 
“God,” said Mazzini of His thought upon each 
humanity is one fan 
ts members is the comm ) 
visage such a state of | 
d at war may well ~ | 
someone has said, the re | 
hell. And I can hardl | 
ill permanently put up 
If, on the other hand, the future i — 
ö and not hell, there will have to be 
change that can only be effected by son 
| spiritual dynamic. It is the convict 
— 
Queen's Hall, London, W. January 3rd, 1916. Chaplain 
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hands that which might redeem humanity, 
and she has failed to apply it. Christianity, 
tes 


humble ourselves in the deepest penitence. 
A new Day has come, a Day of visitation 
and a Day of supreme opportunity, and it 
may be—thank God there are signs of such 
a thing—that the Church will at last, and 
in earnest, set about the work of God. If 
not—well, it is not inconceivable that, if 
this instrument failed Him, God would 
adopt some other means for giving Himself 
to humanity. 


Soel-heager for Fellowship. 

May I, in the minutes that remain, try 
and make still clearer the two points I have 
raised : that humanity hungers for universal 
ip, and that Christianity, mediated 
the Church—a living, renova 


urch, or some sections of it, often 
become’ so absorbed in its own 
to forget its real function. Its 
function, its ever-present task, is fo 
'y Christianity io the sin-bound souls of 
needy men and to the tangled affairs of their 
chaotic world. ‘To carry out that task just 
now, at this crisis in human history, will 
involve two things at least. It will mean, 


own land, the Church teaching the nation . 
what national vocation, at its highest, may 
mean. A our vocation, our imme. 
diate vocation, is to make any sacrifice to 
secure, in this war, the triumph of the 
of liberty and justice. That is 

the moment—to do the policeman's 


this passionate hope of a Christianised nation 
must be at the back of all our praying. If 
harmony with the will of God be the indis- 
pensable condition of successful prayer, how 
dare we ask God to give us the victory unless 
we are resolutely determined to make His 


Are Christians Ready? 


I have tried to outline what I believe the 
Church should be and may be doing at this 
time for the nation and the nations. But if 
the Church is to make the nation see all this, 
and act upon it, the Church herself will need 
an access of vision and power such as she 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
for one thing as I have 
continue even in „ war to keep 
before men's eyes the and the possi- 
bility of universal brotherhood in Jesus 
Christ. And it will mean also, for us in our 
the veg of human passions? Wherever 
there is living Christianity, there, imme- 
| diately and inevitably, is an atmosphere 
| in which hatred dies and goodwill lives. ) 
| When men have Christ, then, inevitably, 
they have fellowship with one another. 
Applying the Remedy. 
A remedy may exist without being 

| applied. The discoveries of a Lister or a 

| Pasteur would profit nothing if the doctors 

| failed to utilise them. All these centuries 

the Church —by the Church I mean visible, 

4 organised Christianity — bas held in her as a nation is to be fit to be used by God as 

one of His instruments in accomplishing 

entrusted to us—one-fifth of the world’s 

local, ineffective ; and therefore men say it surface; think what it might mean for 

| has failed. But it is not Christianity, it is humanity if the ideal of the Kingdom of 

1 Christians who have failed. Well may we, God were the governing ideal throughout 

; along with the whole Church of Christ, our nation and Empire. 

Alas! as yet we are indeed far off from 
such an ideal, and evil and wrong in a 
thousand forms are entrenched in our very 
midst. How can we hope to serve humanity 
while so much of our own national life is 
based on greed and strife and selfishness? 

t But—and this is what I would urge the 
Church must keep this shining ideal before 

. the nation's eyes and share with the nation 

the Divine life and power which alone can 

translate the ideal into concrete fact. And 
| a will the governing principle in our national 

life? 
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Church, the nation, the world—nothing less 
than this will meet the need of the hour. 
I, for one, believe that the coming of this 
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breaking forth of His glory. Even 
may be that “there are some standing 


REAL REVIVAL. 


If in every pulpit God's estimate of sin, 
God's way of Salvation, and God's path of life 


were plainly taught,—if Christ and His aton- 


ing grace, Christ and His risen power, Christ 
and His coming Kingdom,—if the Holy Spirit's 
teaching in the Word, His personality in con- 
version and holy living,—if these were plainly 
and faithfully taught,—then, though there can 


never be another Pentecost, there would surely 


be such a revival as not the early Church 
itself nor any Church of later days has ever 
seen. For as all things are possible with God, 
they may be also with those who trust Him 
wholly (St. Mark ix. 23), and He “is able to 
do exceeding abundantly above all that we 
ask or think. (Eph. iii. 20). 


From “ REAL REVIVAL.” 


(See Note on page 6.) 
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HYMN. 


"The Lord of Hosts ts with ws.” Pr. xbvi. 


O Lord af Hosts, in this dread hour. 
Be Thou our Fortress and ow Tower. 
Preserve our Forces where they go. 
By sea or land, from cruſty foe. 

O Lerd of Hosts, to Thee we come, 
Do Thon defend our Island Home. 


O Led of Power, Thou, Christ the Lord, 
Thou Captain of the Hosts of God : 

Be wide outstretched to guard the right. _ 
O Led of Hosts, to Thee we come, 

Do Thou defend our Island Home. 


O Lord of Love, to Thee we cry, 
For wounded ones, or those who die, 
Remind them of Thy Cross and Blood. 
Bid Faith uplift her hands to God, 
Look down upon them and draw zh, 
Revealing Christ on Calvary. 


O Lord the Comforter, once sent 

To this poor world, by sorrow rent, 
Com: to the mourning ones we pray, 
Upholding them in grief s dark day. 

O Lord of Peace, bring Peace again, 
And take Thyself the power, and reign. 


O Lord of Hosts, to Thee we sing, 
Thou mighty Victor, coming King. 
When all creation owns Thy sway, 
And strife and sorrow all are o er. 
And nations learn of war no more. 


Hester CAMPBELL. 


| 
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has never known. A great tide of new 
Do we really 
want God right in our with the govern- 
ment of every detail upon His shoulder ? 
who shall not taste of death until they see 
the Kingdom of God come with power.” 
| 
——„—- 
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Unity and Co-operation? The impact of the 
War accounts for an absorption of interest 
and devoted service which might other- 
wise be available to the Church; but 
despite this temporary preoccupation, in 
the background, in communities as well as 
in individual hearts, there is deep spiritual 
longing, waiting to find expression in new 
aspirations and attainments towards the 
fulfilment of the prayer, “Thy will be 
done on earth, as it is heaven.” When 
the War will end we cannot say. In 
company with one of England's greatest 
soldiers, a Field-Marshal, who writes to us 
as we are going to press, we express the 
hope that it will not be until the cruel 
enemy have been punished,” and such a 
victory attained as will not only set right 
the wrongs inflicted, but ensure a lasting 
Peace, and the liberty of the. Nations. In 
the meantime we must go forward, equipped 
and ready to answer the call of God to 
service in any and every direction, both dur- 
ing and after the War. For undoubted! 
the call will come. : 


Im you Heip?—The close of another 


financial year on March 3ist calls for an 
urgent reminder of the fact. Those who 


have not yet renewed their subscriptions or 


donations are asked kindly to do so, and 
thus enable the Council to report a favour- 
able conclusion of the seventieth financial 
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year. We acknowledge with gratitude and 
thankfulness the generosity of some who, 
despite war-time economy and claims, have 
increased rather than diminished their 
subscriptions, in recognition of the fact 
that Societies engaged in missionary and 
philanthropic activities call for special 
sympathy and generosity during this time 
of financial strain. It will save both labour 
and postage if all whose subscriptions or 
donations are still unpaid will forward their 
gifts before March Aist to the General 
Secretary at Headquarters, No. 19, Russell 
Square, London, W.C. 


A National Mission.—For some time the 
announcement has appeared in the Press 
that the Archbishops of the Church of 
Euglaud were considering arrangements 
for a National Mission, although it is only 
quite recently that further intimation of 
their intentions has been made. The 
announcement has aroused keen interest, 
not only in the Church of England, but in 
Free Church circles. It is now supplie- 
mented by a letter signed by the Arch- 
bishops of Canterbury and York, and 
addressed to the Bishops and Clergy of the 
National Church, stating that the Mission 
will take place during October and 
November next; that it will be limited to 
the Church of England, and that it will 
called “A Mission of Repentance and 
Hope.” Unless we are mistaken, there will 
be some disappointment concerning this 
decision to limit the scope of the Mission. 
God has commanded His blessing upon 
Unity, and we regret the scheme has 
not been consummated on lines so as to 
encourage and include other Churches. 
Many of our readers will be aware that for 
some time, and from various quarters, pro- 
posals for a united Evangelistic Campaign, 
particularly in London, have been under 
consideration. With some the continuance 
of the War has been felt to be a barrier; 
with others this same fact has been 
strongly felt to be the very reason for 
going forward. The situation as we go to 
Press appears to resolve itself into an 
appeal to the World's Evangelical Alliance, 
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Notes 
Going Forward.—A new year and a | 
new volume of CaRISTEN- 
DOM suggest a look into the future. Thus 
far we have -- 
N hand of God and shaping the 
development of the Alliance. Our leading 
article is entitled "Looking Ahead” ; it 
N is appropriate that these Notes,“ which 
| 
i should, with the commencement 
; of a new volume, herald enterprise and pro- | 
gress. We therefore entitle the first Note 
| of a new volume “Going Forward.” The 
Alliance has proceeded far on its journey 
towards wider influence and uscfulness, but 1 
; who can look out upon the world, either 
| in respect of things spiritual or secular, 
without realising the urgent need for more 
| 
| — — — 
— 
| 
| — 


eagerly expected by many at the present 


time. If it comes it will de in God's time 
and way; but we may be assured it will 
only be through the testimony, as was the 

of Pentecost, to that Gospel which is 
the power of God unto salvation to every 
one who repents and believes. In this con- 


Alliance. (Price Id.; post free 14d.) 


The Week of Prayer. It is with devout 
thankfulmess to God that we record an 


will appreciate the dictates of economy 
during war time, which alone are respon- 
sible for the withholding of the usual 
supplement to EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
devoted to reports from home centres ob- 
serving the Week of Prayer. Foreign 
reports are coming to hand as we are going 
to Press, and we hope to include them in 
our next issue. The reports are encourag- 
ing, and in some cases unusually so. 
With the exception of belligerent countries, 
foreign interest has been maintained and 
even extended. At home the National Day 
of Prayer, Sunday, January 2nd, greatly 


helped the manifestation of Unity which 


always accompanies the observance of the 
Week of Prayer. In London, on the follow- 
ing day, Monday, January 3rd, two crowded 
and memorable meetings, arranged by the 
Alliance, were held at the Queen's Hall, 
Langham Place, W.; and throughout the 
week, at noon in the Throne Room of the 
Holborn Restaurant an earnest group of 
Christians, numbering as many as 200, met 
for prayer and praise, in concert with fellow 
Christians 3 the world. 


United National Prayer for the War. 
—The movement initiated last autumn is 


growing apace, and London’s largest con- 


cert hall, convenient for united Prayer, has 
deen requisitioned for meetings, continued 
monthly since they were commenced on 
November Ist, 1915. Monday, February 7th, 
the date of the fourth Day of Intercession, 
was rendered memorable by two great 
in the Queen's Hall, Langham 
In the afternoon the Hall was 


in Prayer and Intercession 
the meetings are resulting in quite a revival 


of interest in the weekly Prayer Meeting in 


some Churches where hitherto it has either 
not been held or had been given up. A 
further and fifth Dayof Intercession has been 
arranged to take place in the Queen's Hall 
on Monday, March 6th. It would be possible 
to write pages upon the many lessons and 
testimonies which these great meetings are 
providing. One great lesson is that the 
Churches as such need revival in the 
direction of the Prayer Meeting. As one 
speaker suggested—-what we need most of 
all is not so much a National Church 
Mission, as a Mission to the Churches. 


National Prayer and Nationa! Humilia- 
tion.—Our movement for United National 
Prayer concerning the War was initiated 
in the early autumn of 1915. A _ wide- 
spread feeling that the present world crisis, 
especially the identification of our Nation 
and Empire with the important issues 
involved, called for a Day of National 
Humiliation, found expression at the first 
Day of Intercession held in the Kingsway 
Hall on November Ist, by the adoption of a 
resolution to this effect. Copies of the 
resolution were forwarded to the King, the 
Archbishop of Canterbury, and the Prime 
Minister. The subject is not being lost 
sight of ; on the contrary, it is being urged 
as opportunity offers. The General Secre- 
tary, during a recent visit to Scotland, was 
invited to meet a meeting of ministers and 
laymen of various Churches to discuss the 
subject in its relation to Scotland. Mr. 
Gooch was enabled to lay before those 
present the extent of the movement in 
England, and at the same time explained 
the situation in regard to the use of the 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM, 
to enlarge its movement for united Nationa! 
Prayer and to contemplate an ultimate 
united Evangelistic Campaign in London. 
| The excellent services rendered by the 
| Alliance to the cause of reunion lend 
weight to the proposal, It may be that 
; this is God's plan; it may lie in some 
other direction. Certain we are that 
spiritual revival is earfestly desired and crowded in every part, and there was a 
ne large attendance in the morning, numbering 
close upon 2,000 persons. That this is a 
movement of God is evident. It is accom- 
panied by the goodwill of the Churches, 
and we have reason to know that as an 
nection we warmly commend a booklet, jut eee 
published, and entitled “ Reat Revrva..” 
It can be obtained from the office of the 
22 
Week of Prayer. Our readers, one and all, 
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common bond of truth and love in Christ 
Jesus. We know that the letter but ex- 
presses the feelings of many Christians 


that early last year serious charges were 
brought against British Forces, engaged in 
the Cameroons, of ill-treatment of German 
prisoners, among them some German mis- 


sionaries. Various papers dealt with these 
charges, which were subsequently brought 
to the notice of our Colonial Office. In 
company with others we believed the 
charges were untrue to fact, and regret 
their recent reappearance in at least one 
American journal before enquiry and 
investigation. We return to the subject, 
as in a recent issue of the Missionary 
Review of the World (January) an article 
by the Rev. Theo Hahn, M.D., of New 
York, is printed, in which the subject 
of the sufferings of German missions and 
missionaries is entered upon, apparently 
without knowledge of the fact that there 
has been issued by our Colonial Office a 
comprehensive Blue Book refuting the 
charges made, and giving the plainest 
possible evidence that many of them were 
founded upon mere hearsay, while others 
break down altogether when subjected to 
scrutiny. 


we should draw special attention to this 
matter. Further evidence is forthcoming in 
the January issue of Goodwill, a journal. of 
international friendship, in which appears 


As this magazine circulates in 
many foreign countries, it is desirable that 


Dear Mr. Gooch,— My heart compels me 

to give vent to my grateful feelings for the 

opportunity of being in connection with the 
Alliance. 

“As usual. Dr. Fries and I have trans- 
lated the Topics suggested for Universal and 
United Prayer. It is in these awful times 
a beautiful bond of invisible and holy love 
between Christian brethren in many lands. 

“ After the terrible War the Alliance will 
get a great importance and a blessed task to 
strengthen and unite the spiritual powers 
who, in every land, co-operate for the com- 
ing of the Kingdom of Jesus Christ. 

Here I enclose my humble contribution 
as a member of the Alliance, praying that 
my God shall supply all your need, accord - 
ing to His riches in glory by Christ Jesus.’ 

“ Yours truly, | 
“ AXEL SVANBERG.” 


Family Prayers.—It is a pleasure to 
know that the subject of the revival of 
Family Prayers is arousing interest in our 
larger provincial centres. The accorhpany- 
ing circular letter has reached us from 
Edinburgh. We express the hope the pro- 
jected meeting in the Scottish capital may 
be consummated, and that therefrom much 
good may accrue. 
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word “ Humiliation.” We are thankful to an admirable summary of the Government 
know that the interview referred to is bear. Blue Book referred to. In closing the 
ing fruit, and that a movement is on foot article, Mr. Rushbrooke, its writer, says: 
in Scotland to communicate with some “We are bound to state that every fresh 
8.000 ministers of the various Churches in scrap of evidence that has come to us, and 
pee favour of a Day of Humiliation, other than which has come from sources extremely 
sympathetic to German missionaries and 
| We are not overlooking the special difi- their work, has confirmed the conclusion to 
| culties connected with such an occasion; which we are reluctantly driven, that these 
nor is it possible to minimise the urgent charges have been made with the utmost 
need of bringing home to the Nation recklessness as to fact, and that the majority 
the real need and place of God in the of them would never have been beard of 
| present War. The splendid response to had not patriotic motives played their part.” 
. the Call for National Service evident in 
men, munitions, and money is insufficient 
N in itself. We ask the prayers of our A Message from Sweden.—It has been 
. readers that the important proposal may be particularly encouraging to receive from 
divinely guided. We have not yet reached Sweden the following letter, evidence that 
. the time when any one Church denomination, war is unable to divide those united in a 
to the best of our knowledge, has made a 
definite pronouncement on the subject of 
| such a day being desirable or necessary ? 
hn in Sweden, to whom we send loving greet- | 
8 ings, and an expression of hope that | 
. The Sufferings of German Missions exe jong we may meet them in fellowship 
and MHissionaries. It will be remembered and conference, and under the blessings of 
Peace. 
| 
| 
| 
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“ Jannary Ith, 1916. 
“Dean Sim, 
“ The Revival of Family Worship. 
“You may have observed that de the 


with the view of urgi 
for a revival of Pamily Pra 1* our yy 
which the Archbishop of presided. 
and a number of inent men 


the various Churches took part in the 
ings. This meeting was organised by the 
World's Evangelical Alliance Organiaa- 


tion), who have since then arranged similar 
and they that it 

might of advantage that meeting 
should be held in Edinburgh as the a 
of Scotland. The Local Committee 
Alliance had an nity of ity of conlering with oun 
Mr. Gooch, the fen 
in Scotland recently ; — poy g as it is most desir- 
able that if any public meeting is to be held in 
Edinburgh it should worthily represent the 
religious life of the community. it was agreed to 
invite a Conference on the su to consider 
what if any. should be 

A Chairman and Secretary of that meeting 
of the Local Committee, we have pleasure in 
inviting you —— a Conference to be held 
in the Goold Hall, St. Andrew Square, on 
the afternoon of Teenday, F ist, at 3 
o'clock. We may that the following 
among others have already expressed their 


The Very Reverend Dr. Paul, the Rev. 
Professor MacEwen, the V Reverend Dr. 
Wallace Williamson, the Rev. Principal 9 
the Rev. Dr. George Wilson, the Rev. 
Ogilvie, the Rev. Dr. Norman M Lean, and — 
Right Reverend the Bishop of Edinburgh. 

Replies to be addressed to the Hon. Secre- 
tary, Rev. John Baird, 3, Granby Road. 

(Signed) F. A. Brown Dovucsas. 
Joux hann.“ 


The Pope and Christian Unity. In an 
earlier issue of EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM 
we included an article by an honoured 
writer, Prebendary H. E. Fox, entitled 
“The Pope, the Kaiser, and Great Britain,” 
in which the influence and aims of the 
Vatican in the present War are discussed in 
the light of Dr. Robertson's book entitled 
“The Papal Conquest.” History is un- 
likely, at least we hope so, to record other 
than in terms of disapproval the cowardly 
line taken by the Pope and his advisers 
throughout the War. The recent refusal 
of the Vatican to protest against the 
atrocities committed in Belgium and other 
countries points to the suggestion that 
it is actuated by secret influence and 
promises. In any case it is revealing 
the true character of the Papal system, 
as a political power, with ambitious 


sends Plea for Church Unity to Conference 
Here.” An explanation and a warning are 
In connection with the move- 


Garden City, Long Island, N.Y. The Con- 


ference, which consisted of leading repre- 
sentatives of twenty different denominations, 
was under the presidency of the Protestant 
Episcopal Bishop of Chicago, the Rt. Rev. 
C. P. Anderson. It is a movement which 
has 3 far-reaching influence, and in 
cludes good and earnest men. But it must 
be judged in the light of the facts made 
public in the newspaper cutting which 
follows. According to the report of the 
Secretary, Mr. Gardiner, a deputation was 
about to confer with the Pope and Euro- 
pean Churches just prior to the outbreak 


of the War. In the meantime, the following 


truly remarkable letter was received and 
read at the Garden Island Conference—we 
quote from the newspaper referred to- 


On behalf of the Pope, Cardinal P. Gaspari. 
Papal Secretary of State, sent a letter to the 
World Conference on Faith and Order. 

“ This is a Protestant gathering, which ome 
yesterday at Garden City, I. I. The Vat 
communication, advocating Church unity fol- 

— The Vatican. 
_ Your project of an international convention 
of all who believe in Jesus Christ as God and 
Saviour to accomplish the speedy fulfilment of 
the final prayer of our Lord, that all may 
be one, I have, in obedience to your request, 
submitted to the most blessed Father. 

I need not here describe the affection with 
which I saw the august Pontiff kindled for you. 

Fot you well know that the plans of the 
Roman pontiffs, their cares and their labours, 
have always been specially directed to the end 
that the sole aud unique Church which Jesus 
Christ ordained and sanctioned with ? is divine 
blood should be most zealously guarded and 

maintained, whole, pure, and ever abounding in 
love, and that it should both let its light | shine 
and open wide its door for all who rejoice in the 
name of man and who desire to gain héliness 
upon earth and eternal happiness in heaven. 
‘The august Pontiff, therefore, was pleased 
with your project of examining in a sincere 
spirit and without prejudice the essential form 
of t Church, ‘or the immer essence of the 
Chu 
He earnestly hopes that under the spell of 


designs, and a conscience which appears to 
disregard the sufferings of the oppressed 

and downtrodden when adjusted to meet - 

its own ends. We have received a cutting 

from a New York paper, under da te 

Faith and Order, a preparatory Conference 

was held at the opening of the new year at 
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some publicity. his Eminence replied in 


It is a pleasure be sapest the 
that the aid and earnest prayers of the Roman 


Pontiff will never be lacking to an who. 


to 
having freed himself from jud nions, 
with a true and sincere will, strives with all his 
strength that the unity of faith and fellowship 
instituted by Christ and built upon Peter may 
be restored, and that all who are enrolled in the 
name of Christians may betake themselves to 
the bosom of the most loving Church and may 
be joined and associated as members with Christ 
the Head. 
It is interesting to note that the Catholic 
Times of January 28th in commenting upon 
this letter states: “ It would seem as if the 
consciousness of the weakness caused by 
the want of unity amongst Christians were 
at this time impelling earnest Christians 
outside the Catholic faith at home and 
abroad to come nearer to the Roman 
Church, the chief bulwark of Christianity 
in England. Not a few of the Anglicans 
have been drawing close to us; some of 
them do not hesitate now to plead for 
the recognition of Papal supremacy. In 
America there are also many signs of the 
dissatisfaction which members of the 
Christian sects feel with their narrow and 
isolated position.” This and other facts 
lead us to suggest that a time for vigorous 
protest is approaching. Surely the facts 
quoted suggest transition from the sublime 
to the ridiculous. 


Kikuyu —It has been said that there is 


surprising ignorance amongst the Clergy 


instructed the laity are on matters of vital 
import to the maintenance of Scripture 
doctrine and practice. The subject is inti- 
mately associated with what has become 
known as the Kikuyu controversy,” which, 
as our readers know, is a subject of special 
interest to the World's Evangelical Alliance, 


in view of a resolution adopted by its 


Council. The Kikuyu question may prove 
to be one of the greatest questions that 
have ever come before the Church of 
England, perhaps deciding its future place 
and influence. It must not be forgotten 
that the issue vitally affects Christian 
Union too. It may be that the subject 
will not come forward more prominently 
until after the War; in the meantime, it is 


forget to pray that the issue may eventually 
prove to be for the healing, rather than the 
emphasising, of our unhappy divisions. 


An Admiral’s Appeal to the Nation.— 
At the Queen's Hall Day of Intercession on 
February 7th Admiral Sir G. F. King Hall, 
K.C.B., who occupied the chair at the 
morning meeting, gave utterance to a 
needed warning concerning National evils 
in their relation to the War. It is helpful 
when one so distinguished in Naval 
Service is thus able to lead the thoughts 
of the Nation to higher things. We print 
the address referred to. 

This morning we have met together to 
humble ourselves before Almighty God our 
Heavenly Father, to confess our National sins, 
and to plead that the Nation, as a Nation, may 
find its soul and turn whole-heartedly to the 
God of its fathers. And we have come to pray 
that, in doing so, this and righteous cause 
for which we are fighting may be brought to a 

y and wctorious issue. Great responsi- 


bilities and great privileges have been bestowed 
upon usasa Nation. We some of the 


possess 

fairest portions of the whole earth, and about 
one-half of the population of the globe is under 
our sway. We ask ourselves, With what pur- 
pose has this magnificent trust been delegated 
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ite native beenty you may settle all disputes and and Ministers as to the thoughts of the 
work with prosperous issue to the end thatthe Li in things spiritual and ecclesiastical. 
—— 4%. be se longer who to be t at 
co-operation of men's minds. and li by the Church House, Westminster, on the 
recent occasion when a notable gathering of 
communion may at prevail throughout t laymen took place protest agai 
75 — = then, that you have thought introduction into the Service of the . 
well to request the aid and support of the of England of Mass Vestments, which were 
Roman Pontiff in expediting * worthy pro- discarded by the Church of England at the 
ject, his Holiness expresses his carnest desire Reformation, will have realised how well 
that the end may answer your 
Me asks the same of Ch Jesus with 
; fervent prayers, all the more because, with the 
; voice of Christ Himself sounding before and 
bidding bim. he knows that he himself, 
as the one to whom all men have been given 
‘ over to be fed, is the 
: unity of the Church 
i To a request for ission to give this letter 
2 — Pontiff, therefore. — 
. mits that copies of my letters, which, though a 
faithful, are yet but a faint, portrait of the 
Pontifical love, shall be sent to all to whose 
| 
f | well that all should study and assimilate 
At the principle involved, and also not to 
| 
2 
1 | 
| 
‘ 
| 
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nificent work that has been done by the Bi 
and other Societies, we have failed to 
falfil the intention of the Giver. 


National failing that is, in the Drink Traffic 
misery, and ruin, and 

degradation accompanying it, and which so 


many of our fellow-citizens have fallen victims 


we are really fighting for the existence of the 
Empire and for the cause of right against might. 
There is no use in the Home Secretary and 
the Government * economy upon the 
Nation, and yet shrinking back from speaking 
out freely and telling the Nation that t 
should follow the exa of our be 
King. We thank His Majesty for the great 
example he set to the Nation. He has done all 
that he can, holding the position that he does. 


Though, I am glad to say, many have followed 


his example, yet there are a large number of 
those in positions of influence in the State, and 
in other positions, who ought to follow, his 
example. and influence those under their - 
mand, and also the Nation, to do so. It is a 
matter of great regret to me that it has not 
been followed more fully. I do not wish to 
with any dogmatism, but I do really think 
“should follow the King's example in th 
respect and let us put away this great evil in 
our midst. 

And I do trust that the Press will have the 
28 to speak out on this subject, as one or 
two of them have had-the courage to do. 

We see the result of our boasted civilisation, 

from God, in this terrible welter of blood- 

ed going on at this moment, when the most 

diabolical methods and all the scientific know- 

ledge that can be brought into play have been 

employed for the taking of human life in this 

War. We see half the world in arms, and I do 
not think we see the end yet. 

Let us turn as a Nation to God and sweep 
away all these National evils and all this so-called 
Higher Criticism of the Divine Word, which 
has undermined, I believe, the faith of the 
Nations, and really to a great extent brought 
about this world catastrophe. Let us purify our 
National life, and be a Christian Nation, not 
only in word, but in very deed. Then we shall 
see the victory of goodness over evil, and of 
spirituality over materialism. If in this spirit 


we meet together to-day, if with contrition and 


As a Nation, notwithstanding all oo mee 
1 


„and 
the Nation isin a right attitude toward Him. 
can take the words of the Psalmist and 
bold! 0 Cad: com- 
verance for Jacob. Through Thee we 


us. For I will not trust in my bow, apart from 
Thee.” 


— — 


Alliance Agents.—The Council have te- 
ceived satisfactory reports from our agents 
in their various spheres of work. Two 
letters have come to hand from our friend 
and brother, Mr. Adam Podin, in Russia, 
both of them reporting good health and 
continued endeavours to meet the special 
opportunities for spiritual service which 
the War is providing. Mr. John Falzon, 
in North Africa, continues his work under 
apparent difficulties, but full of zealous 
endeavour in this difficult part of God's 
vineyard. We have to report the birth to 
him and his wife of a daughter, who has 
received the name of Lydia, and who, Mr. 
Falzon, in reporting the news, characteristi- 
cally describes as “the first Maltese to be 
born a Protestant.” Our work in Malta 
continues as usual. It is pleasing, and 
cause for thankfulness to God, that in war 
time the Alliance is thus enabled to con- 
tinue its missionary operations. There has 
not so far been any appreciable response 
to our appeal for special gifts in these 
connections. 


In Memoriam.—We record with very 
deep regret the passing of several Alliance 
members and friends who will be greatly 
missed and whose places can scarcely be 
filled. Among them it was a shock to 
receive the news of the sudden death of 
Archdeacon Madden, of Liverpool, a mem- 
ber of our General Council and President 
of the Liverpool Auxiliary. Archdeacon 
Madden was too well known to require 
any eulogy of his sterling qualities as 
a Christian leader. He had served the 
Alliance under special circumstances, and 
on several occasions, notably when he 
visited: Canada, in company with Dr. 
George Hanson, now of Montreal, on a 
pioneer mission to the Dominion in the 
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to us asa Nation? Surely not for the eccome- confidence we draw near to the Throne of God 
reer through our Lord Jesus Christ. we can hearten 
eee ae consideration the and help our rulers and those in command of 
claims of the Giver the Nation? Our our forces by sea and land; and I know they do 
langwege runs through, and permeates, and appreciate our and those pra do 
penetrates into, nearly every globe. 
and surely the Divine — is that as « 
Nation thus blessed we should take the life of 
the eternal Word of God to the millions of the 
human race who own our sway throughout this 
world ? will push down our enemies: through Thy name 
at our income, £1 out of every £1,200 of that EDS 
income is certainly not an extravagant return 
to make for all the riches entrusted to us 
this terrible stress and strain that the Nation is 
passing through at this time, when, I may say, 

| 


— — 


— 


— — 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
3 Christian Union. He was ever 


through temporary indisposition, to give 
his promised lecture on “What England 
can do for Japan.” Mr. Elwin, is an 
authority on Japan, and by means of an 
interesting series of lantern slides, he 
aroused keen interest in his labours for 
Christ in the Far East. 

On January 13th the drawing-rooms of 
the Alliance House were crowded, in re- 
sponse to the invitation to meet the Rev. 
Arthur Taylor, M.A., one of the Secretaries 
of the British and Foreign Bible Society, 
and to hear from him an address on “ The 
Bible in Russia. The chair was taken by 
Mr. Martin H. F. Sutton, of Reading, who, 
in introducing Mr. Taylor, referred to the 
close association of the World's Evangelical 
Alliance with the great work of the British 
and Foreign Bible Society, also to the in- 
teresting fact that he (the Chairman) was 
president of the oldest auxiliary of the 
Bible Society in England, that at Reading. 
It had been in existence for more than 100 
years. In the course of his address Mr. 
Taylor, after referring to the history of 
Russia and its distribution into many races 
aud languages, mentioned the interesting 
fact that the Bible Society started work in 
Russia 100 years ago, one of its agents 
being amoug the last to leave Moscow 
before the burning of the city. The aim of 
the committee had been from the first not 
to establish q British and Foreign Bible 
Society in Russia, but rather to encourage 
the formation of a Russian Bible Society. 
Describing the religious life of Russia and 
the varied activities of the Society's col- 
porteurs, as well as their special difficulties 


special work of visiting Russian prisons 
undertaken by Mr. Adam Podin, represent- 
ing the World's Evangelical Alliance. 

On February 10th the drawing rooms 
were again crowded, suggesting the desira- 
bility of carrying out at an early date a 
much-needed structural alteration, which 
has already been under consideration. The 
occasion was to hear a lecture by Sir 
Andrew Wingate, K.C.I.E., on the subject 
of “ The Near East.” Prebendary H. E. 
Fox presided. Sir Andrew's address, which, 
as usual, evidenced all the qualities of 
statesmanship combined with deep spiritual 
insight, is printed im this issue of Evan- 
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The next Reunion will take place (D.V.) 
on Thursday, March 9th, at 3 p.m. 


I Staff Promotion. Our readers will be 
interested to know that Mr. Horace W. 
Hall, who joined the office staff of the 
Alliance as junior clerk in 1913, has been 
given a commission in the Seventh Essex 
Regiment. Second Lieut. Hall joined H.M. 
Forces on the outbreak of War in August, 
1914, as a private in the 15th Battalion 
London Regiment (Civil Service Rifles), 
obtaining his promotion after fifteen 
months’ service in training and at the 
Front. He has our congratulations. 


= 


ready to speak well of our work, and still ing religions in Russia, Mr. Taylor ex- 

more so to champion the principles the pressed his belief that no such reverence 

Alliance represents, although tolerant of for simple faith as there is to be found in 
| the views of others, and always evidencing Russia can be found in Engiand, and this 
: a hold on Truth, backed up by love and provides a prepared ground of particular 
N largeness of heart. value for the work of Scripture distribution. 
| 88 Next to the work in the British Empire, 
both in greatness and importance, stands 

Monthly Reunion Meetings.—Three in- the work of the Bible Society in Russia. 

| teresting meetings have been held at the From its depét in Petrograd alone 220,000 
4 Alliance House since our last issue. On books were issued last year, but many other 
December 9th, Mr. John Wood presided, depéts have been established, including 
Japan) kindly took the place of Preben- hands of the Germans), Moscow, from 
dary Fox, who was unfortunately unable, which 130,000 books were issued last year, 
Samara, Odessa, Kharkov, Tiflis, and out 
. in Siberia, Ekaterinberg. Mr. Taylor, in 
ö closing his address, mentioned that the 1 
N War had interfered somewhat with the 
N work of the Bible Society's colporteurs in ; 
N Russia, also paying a warm tribute to the 
| 
| 
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The Near East. 


By Sir Aadrew Wingate, K.C.LE. 


Isaiah the third 
with Egypt and Assyria, a blessing in 
the midst of the land (Isa. xix. 24, 25). Out 


saiah beheld kings coming 
from the furthest. East, from China. The 
chieftains of the East bent before the Infant 
in Bethlehem, and the way of the kings of 


In the days before the war we had the Bine 
Water School. Its function was to educate 
our people to maintain the British Fleet. 
Shorn of her ships, Britannia would become 
weak as other nations. Her great strength 
would depart from her. Those were days of 
democracy, when politicians were out to get 
money for distribution. They were quick to 
use the naval agitation to enable them to 
curtail expenditure on the army. When their 
arguments met with popular support, they 
turned them into reasons for limiting any 
further expansion of the navy. The German 
Deli was singing very sweetly. 

Navy, atmy, and social reform were all 
three essential. There was an utter lack of 
supreme leadership. No one to pursue a far- 
sighted policy, by which each would receive 
its full share of financial help. No one to 
expose the falsity of the argument that the 
country could not afford all three at once, or 
to take alarm that the nation was going 
the way of the prodigal and beginning to 
squander its immense wealth in riotous and 
ungodly living. Every man who has been 
suffered to degenerate is to-day a loss of 


strength to the Empire. 


Something like this seems to be ‘occurring 
in the realm of strategy at the present time. 
The Western School is so clamant and its 
claim is so imperative that we are in danger 
of neglecting the Eastern field of operations. 
There has been all along the Western party, 
representing the army in France, which 
naturally and rightly desires to win throngh 


and crown its and fierce struggle with 
victory. Lately, „ the Westerners 
seem to be massing their arguments to 
persuade public opinion that it is wisdom to 
concentrate on the West aud leave the East 
to its fate. 

The Military Correspondent of The Times. 
whose advice has been of value at 
critical moments, contri a very able 
summary of the case for the Westerners on 
January 20th last. He argued that “secondary 
campaigns,” as he styles them, will leave us 
dangerously weak in the West, where there 
now stand two-thirds of the German operating 
armies. As long as our West Front is strong, 
he points out, England is safe from over-sea 
attack, our home are close at hand, and 
our forces 
and climate to which they are accustomed. 


fight and kill Germans, not their allies and 
upes. 

The Military Correspondent returns to the 
subject on February 6th: “If we insist on 
fighting Turks and Bulgars, and what-not, 
instead of Germans, we make a great mistake. 
We have only one enemy that counts.... 
We should therefore concentrate upon him, 
act against him offensively with all our might, 
recall all useless detachments, liquidate al) 
foolish adventures which waste our armies 
while causing the Germans no loss, and act 
defensively with the least ble numbers in 
every theatre other than the principal.” 

As to Bulgars, unless Russia can aci with 
vigour it may be readily agreed that we should 
confine ourselves to holding Salonica, a naval 
base towards which the Central Powers have 

for many years. If the Allies are 
driven out of Salonica, neither Greece xor 
Bulgaria will ever fly a flag there. Germany 
is very thorough. Should any Power be able 
in the future to interfere at Constantinople, 
the Baghdad Railway is constructed with an 
outlet at Alexandretta, and that port can 
connect with Salonica, and thus still maintain 
direct communication between Berlin and the 
Persian Gulf. 

We are urged to recall all our useless 
expeditions. We will first remind ourselves 
that during our 20 years’ struggle with France, 
which preceded the battle of Waterloo, we 
found the men ang seized the opportunity to 
expel our enemies from India and to establish 
our su there, to the lasting blessing 
of the peoples of India as well as of ourselves. 

During the same period we obtained our 


THE promise to Abraham, “Unto thy seed 
hove given this the deer’ of 
Egypt (mot the brook of Egypt) unto the 
great river, the river Euphrates” (Gen. xv. 18), 
that is from the Nile r 
links the seed of Abraham 37 and 
Mesopotamia. This future and y rela- 
tion of countries so diverse is — : 
of Mesopotamia, Abraham was called. The 
Lord Jesus was called out of Egypt. 

This war would overwhelm us with sorrow 
unless we can look with Isaiah through the 
present destruction to the 
East seems to be even now in preparation 
(Rev. xvi. 12). 

11 


Dominion of South Af 
Africa and to us to-day. 


be permitted this 


: peace 
repeat the mistakes of the Treaty of Amiens 
in 1802 and of the Congress of Vienua in 1814, 
and foolishly resign to Germany, colonies 
which have used as armed centres from 
which to spring upon other people's property, 
and which are now being conquered by us at 


‘January 20th, is reported to have said: 
Whether we do as well in Mesopotamia or at 
Salonica as we might is a matter of com 


when Mr. Vaughan Cornish was lecturing on 
strategic geography, Lord Sydenham (I have 
not seen a report of his words), in a fascinating 
speech, seemed to indicate that the Cape route 
was a very good alternative to the Suez Canal. 

These are very weighty opinions, but one is 
inclined to answer: Provide for the West to 
the utmost, but do not think that the East is 
negligible or can be left out of our calculations, 
because there is another side to the argument. 
Undoubtedly we can confine ourselves to the 
West, but is it safe to ignore what the enemy 
proposes todo? Will German strategy agree 
to adopt our view of the war? If Germany 
can induce us to lock up all our forces on the 
West. is she not free to attack us in the Kast? 
Will she not find us unready there and be 
able to crush down the defence as she has 
done elsewhere? If our advisers can guarantee 
that the Franco-British armies will soon be 
steadily advancing, pushing the Germans out 
of Belgium and France, then German final 
defeat is within sight. But if not, what then ? 
More costly attacks, more long pauses ? 

It is wise to be prepared for every contin- 
gency. Without neglecting or underrating 
the Western danger, the East demands our 


attention for two reasons. First, because the 


When Von der Goltz had been fifteen years 
at work, the Kaiser, in 1898, visited Con- 
stantinople and Jerusalem. The Baghdad 
Railway scheme was the immediate outcome. 
From date this railway has been pressed 
to completion by the whole power of 
Germany, so vigorously exercised, that just 
before the outbreak of this war Sir Edward 
Grey yielded the control of this line to 
Germany as far as Basra, whence ocean-going 
steamers can ply vid the Persian Gulf 
throughout the East. 

From a point opposite Constantinople to 
Baghdad this railway must be approaching 
completion. The descent through the Taurus 
may not be open, but there is a good road. 
The line is working from the foot of the 
Taurus to the Amanus range. If the long 
tunnel is not finished, there is again transit 
by road; and from the east side of the 
Amanus to the Euphrates, over the newly 
built bridge, trains run as far as the Khabur, 
perhaps even to a point nearer the Tigris, 
whence there is down-stream traffic to Bagh- 
dad. From Baghdad the line is under con- 
struction northward. 

Let us consider a moment the significance 
of this railway. The Kaiser's is not the only 
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foothold at the Cape, the foundation of that Kaiser's main object in beginning this War is 
so valuable to to obtain an outlet to the south-cast of Europe 
and thence to the Persian Gulf and beyond. 
Nor do we we sent 20,000 men, Secondly, because the growth of Great Britain 
in wealth is due to wg renee of the 
tion of Germany has been reared in idea 
that we occupy much good land and have 
| made it productive, and it is the mission of 
Germany to cast us out. 
— of the Kaiser has been too long 
| to need much demonstration. The 
In passing, we may [Eee Kaiser is devoted to Germany, and has laid to 
: heart the “historic law” that the city or 
l nation which has held in its hands the keys 
0 of Eastern commerce has been the richest 
. and most flourishing, be it Tyre, Palmyra, 
} Alexandria, or Baghdad—lItalians, Portuguese, 
Dutch, or British. India may be out of range, 
but Africa lies open to German enterprise— 
. great cost. and China. 
; The Paris Temps takes the same view as — 1 Von der Goltz, recently 
The Times. “The Entente Powers are 1 a brief period in Belgium, and 
, unanimous in recognising that the bulk of now Turkish operations in Mesopo- 
the enemy forces are being concentrated on tamia, was despatched to Constantinople and 
the Western Front; it is upon this front that there spent many laborious years in training 
. the general decision will be enforced.” the Turkish army and in acquiring influence. 
Lord Rosebery, speaking at Edinburgh on It was in the same year, 1883, that Sir Colin 
Scott-Moncrieff was transferred from India to 
Egypt to inaugurate the great irrigation 
works, which make Egypt a quarry to be 
| paratively little moment in relation to the hunted with German dogs by the rapacious 
enormous importance of crushing Prussia at Turk—forgetful that he will leave Constanti- 
: the centre.” nople behind. Nor must we forget that ) 
| Ata recent meeting of the Colonial Institute, Egypt is now a British Protectorate. 
4 
{ 
> | 4 
| 
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ambition which has tried a throw with us for 
supremacy in continents, which our energie- 


native races and take away from them all 
hope of attaining to some degree of constitu. 
tional government. 

Thus, in 18698, by the opening of the Suez 


were forced into Egypt. It is permissible 
say that we have done 
1883 than Germany has done for Turkey. 
But let us not omit to add that to the enter. 
prise of France in undertaking the Suez 
Canal, which we refused to have anything to 
do with (much as we have acted towards the 
Baghdad Railway), India, and Britain 
owe a deep obligation. This debt we try to 
discharge by securing to France a worthy 
Empire in North and West Africa, which 
gives point to the German request that we 
should stand by and see France stripped of 
her colonial possessions. 

Russia, too, stretched greedy arms towards 
India, first by the Central Asian Railway 
from the Caspian Sea to Tashkent, supported 
later on by a line from Orenburg to Tashkent. 
Branch lines were feeling their way to the 
north frontier of Afghanistan. But we owe 
Russia no grudge. Her military control of 
Turkestan is efficient. Central Asia now 
enjoys peace, increasing 
large towns are well built, with electric light- 
ing and cars. There is a better market for 
Indian wares. 

Secondly, Russia woke us out of confident 
sloth and compelled us to reorganise our 
Indian Army, so that when the call came 
India was ready to send her forces overseas 
in fine fighting trim. Not only so, but the 
Russian scare has had its share in cementing 
that loyalty of India’s princes and peoples to 
our rule, which’ has. rejoiced the hearts of 
those who have tried to serve her with 
devotion. 

It seems strange that Britain should now 
be in alliance with France and Russia. One 
reason is that these Powers have come to 
understand that as soon as they cease to 
cevet what our industry has built up, we are 
ready to assist, in the most generous spirit, 
their projects. It must be disappointing to 
Germany that these serious rivalries have 
eventuated in a triple friendship, which must 
surely be pregnant with some special blessing 
to mankind. | 

The Baghdad Railway represents an at- 
tempt on the part of Germany to carry out 


, and the 


designs against us on a far grander scale. 
Her first goal was the Empire of Africa, to be 
won by depriving Portugal, France, and 
Belgium of their while we were 
to stand aside, waiting for our turn. Ger 
many armed forces in Africa testify to the 
grimness of her purpose. 

If then we bear in mind the length of time 
during which the Kaiser has personally in. 
terested himself in this Berlin to Basra 
ject, the vast ambitions which lie behi it, 
and to which it is to give opportunity, and 
the material benefits from its accomplishment 
which the German people have been carefully 
educated to expect, we shall understand why 
the Kaiser. so soon as he was sufficiently 

fromr attack on the Eastern and 
Western Fronts, burst through Serbia and 
so established direct contact with Constanti. 


The next step is to drive us out of 
Mesopotamia. It is not easy to understand 
a strategy which, having successfully got 
clear of Sulva Ray. elected to evacuate 
Gallipoli at a time when our small force was 
hard pressed at Kut-el-Amara. It was an 
evacuation calculated to hearten and strongly 
reinforce the Turks in Mesopotamia and to 
delay relief to our troops. There must have 
been strong reasons, other than considerations 
of weather, to justify the move, but it is hoped 
that it was not dictated by the argument that 
what may happen in the East is of small 
moment. 

This much seems clear, that if the with. 
drawal from Gallipoli be not followed by 
strong action in Mesopotamia, and if the 
Suez Canal is to be exposed to long-range 
bombardment, the anxiety in India and the 
Sudan must become tense, if only because 
of bewilderment. The effect on neutrals and 
allies cannot be calculated beforehand. 

On the other hand, if Baghdad is occupied, 
and it is the Constantinople of Mesopotamia, 
and the railway project passes definitely into 
onr hands from Alexandretta to the Persian 
yulf, the Kaiser will recognise that the 
ambitions for which he declared war are at an 
end, and Germany will realise that there is 
nothing more to fight for. Once the East is 
secure we can continue at leisure the pressure 
on the Western Front and on the seas until 
Germany sues for peace. To deprive the 
Kaiser of the Baghdad Railway is therefore 
the quickest way to end the war. It is also 
the surest way to permanent peace. 

In modern times there has been no war 
which seems to statesmen and people alike to 
involve such definite spiritual issues. The 
revelation that the organised teaching of 
Higher Criticism in Germany has produced a 
generation, as it was intended to do, which 
refuses to regard the Bible as the Word of 


and sufferings have opened to the merchant, 
missionary, or traveller of any race or creed, 
but which we will defend against any mailed 
fist that seeks to - us and to 7 the 
Canal, France, then dominant in Egyptian 
politics, stretched out an arm to grasp the 
Eastern trade, and, as predicted by Lord 
Palmerston before the Canal was begun, we 
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God and denies to Christ the right to reign 
over the actions of Kaisers, raises the question 
as to the effect in this country on our young 
people subjected to similar teaching. A high 


now 
sented to the world as Kultur, and means 
benefits which the world will recei 
—— under the military heel of 


Secondly, there seems to be a consensus of 
expectation that some great movement of 


In other words, the unbelief of 
nominal Christianity will cause Christ to turn 
again to the Jews to save the Gentiles. 


Common Prayer. 


rr 


“We beseech Thee te hear us.“ 


That the Missionary Societies and all agencies of the Church may not faint nor fail at this 
time, and that the spirit of giving and sacrifice may increase. 
That Missionaries in Japan, China, and the Far East may be encouraged and enabled to 


take a step forward. 


That mass movements in India may be blessed with ingatherings, and that all seeking to 
win India’s millions for Christ may be encouraged. 


That the present War may result in greater liberty for Jews, and lead them to Christ. 
That the spirit of revival may be poured out upon all flesh. 
That America and other neutral lands may be guided by Divine wisdom, that the right may 


triumph. 


That Christian Missionaries and all Christian Communities in Syria, Palestine, and the 
Near East may be kept safe at this time of peril. 


That those upon whom the burden of providing for the spiritual welfare of the hundreds 
of thousands of new troops have fallen, may be helped, inspired, sustained; that the 


men may be saved and defended. 


That new heroism and self-sacrifice for fighting the social evils of Western lands may be 


called forth. 


“Thy Kingdom come, O Christ. 
14 


The restoration of the Jews will vindicate 
the Old Testament. Their subsequent con- 
version will bring the world to repentance. 
These events will therefore establish universal 
andard ¢ era Civilisation characterise< peace. An unseen Hand seems to be com. 
. Near East, not with 
the that our statesmen and generals 
will deem to hold that the decision of this war 
the 
t 
Christ leads to destruction. War without 
Christ to control its objects and its actions rose to their zenith 
soon becomes Satanic. The Germans, by Reformation and have 
; sapping belief in the Bible, have broken its since. The colossal 
1 bands asunder, and they look with com ting power without 
fi placency on acts which fill us with horror. already broken up into the 
i May God save us from temptation to similar Kerr rise into one 
. acts. World Empire. The clay of democracy is in 
| The German teaching has been so widely evidence, and having reached the feet of the 
a imitated in our own — other lands, spread image, we are about to see its fall before 
ing even to the mission fields, that the universal belief in the Bible and the bringing 
apostasy of the Gentiles seemed imminent. in of the Kingdom of Christ. 
Because these three spirits are tearing the 
N world, so that spiritual life seems almost 
N Prophecy is in progress. The times of the extinct while these spirits seem to be reviving, 
N Gentiles may be closing, and the grafting of we are not to hang our heads, but to lift up 
the Jews into their own olive tree may be our heads. Death throes are not to be 
mistaken for recovered vitality. Christ is 
| riding forth to conquer. We have to quit 
| ourselves like men and be strong. 
4 
4 — 
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The Nation and the War.“ 
By Rev. Prebendary E. Grose-Hodge, M.A. 


out from a humble home. He wrote to 
is mother: Things are different with 


public-houses, no a before the 
their dire temptation till midnigh 
possibility of that is making it very 
for a good many mothers and 
that the War may soon cease. 
There must be a change 
amusements, a revolution in 
theatres and music halls and moving pictures. 
It must be no longer ble for men and 
women, presumably our fellow Christians, to 
act, night after night, for our amusement, the 
ee ee Christ died to set us 


sympathy, in our church services. We shall 
have to reconstruct the world. We shall have 
do with a new type of men. The millions 
who come back from the front will not be the 
men who went there. The generation ing 
up now is not as you and I were when we 
were young, and the Churches have to learn 
to speak their language and sympathise with 
their thoughts. The Churches have to learn 
that the old channels dug centuries ago may 


* Address given in the 


Place, London, W.,on M v. February 7th, 1916. 


„ Hall, Langham 


churches, whether all the methods 


There must be a change, a widening of 
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not * 
which the Spirit will flow to the young men 
and women of to-day. There must be a willing- 


have loved since childhood, and because we 
have loved them since childhood, are quite the 
best for the solution of all the problems arising 
for us now. For this we shall want fresh 
guidance, a real self-forgetfulness, and readi-. 
ness to do anything which the Spirit of God 
tells us. 

How are we going to do it? I know the 
State can help very much, I know that the 
London County Council and other similar 
bodies can do much. But I am profoundly 
convinced that they are not going to solve 
the problem. It can only really be done by 
the active work and continuous believing 

yer of the Church of Christ, begun by 
ittle groups of men and women in every 
single parish throughout England. If we can 
have everywhere, the fruit, ps, out of 
such meetings as this and others like it. 
little bands in every single district of land 
—I do not care how small they are to in 
with—who know the con ng grace of 
Jesus Christ in their hearts, who, because they 
have confidence in His word to them, are at 
leisure from themselves to work for others 
men who are so united with God that con- 
tinuously the Spirit of 
them, men who shall gain now 
and hear afresh the command which they 
dare not disobey; if these give themselves to 
the uplifting of England, then the work will 
be done. No compelling power from without, 
but the gradual expansion of living Christian 
forces from within! The appeal must be from 
Christ to lead men to Christ. Have you not 
noticed, hundreds of you, that when in the 
park or in some slum, you have spoken in the 
open air on almost any secular subject, there 
was opposition, ribaldry, and chaff; but when 


| 
I SAW a letter the other day which, I think. 
sets us our problem—perhaps the most pathetic 
letter I have ever seen. It came from the 
front, from a strong, fresh, clean lad, who had ness to give up the letter, in order that we 
may cleave more fully and ery 
here from what they were at home. We have forgets the things that were when we were 
a lot of religion here. Some of us go to the young, and puts aside some of the ideals 
Chaplain's prayer meetings, and it has made around which we have grown up, because we 
a big difference. But I am very much afraid ene 
of coming home. I do not know how I am the young mind, it must be spoken in other 
- going to vox Bnd when I get back. Yes, tones, and perhaps clothed in some other 
mother, I am bly afraid of coming home dress. We cannot, we dare not, change for 
Afraid of coming home! Afraid of coming one moment one single truth; that is fact, 
beck to that England for which he had gone that is eternal. Only I ask that we shall 
— would be too intemperate, too un that we 
godly, too pleasure-loving for it to be possible 
for him to live the same God-fearing life that 
he had started on out in France! There is 
our problem. We have to change that Eng. 
land and make her a better England. That 
problem, to my mind, is perhaps the most 
serious and most pressing with which we have 
to do, and we must begin about it at once. 
There are certain practical things that we 
can set about. Some of them have been indi- 
cated to us by our Chairman. There must be 
: no going back to the old hours of opening 
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help them to attainment, 
despair that there will be a 
to which my young friend may 
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big a work. It is the work of the 
My brethren of the 
you to think what it is to be a 
yman is not merely a man who 


clergyman, or a minister. 
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privilege, but for 
service. No religion is worth much 
unless 3 to hand it on to some 
body else. wonder if any man has any 
religion at all unless he is striving to do that 
It is a splendid thing to be a layman of the 
Church of Christ, and His call to-day is to 
aside the old English reserve upon which, 

am afraid, we pride ourselves, and which 


one of us shall be ready for anything 
calls us to do. Out at the front are 
treasured and best. We hardly know 
much they are bearing for us there. Is 
the sacrifice to be theirs? Are we to be safe, 
indolent, and amused while they are 3 
God forbid! May not this be part of the 
sacrifice to which God calls us all? to forget 
our shyness, to put aside our ideas of good 
form, to care little for the resentful surprise 
with which our efforts are 
care that He who has given us 
privilege of being members of this Empire 
shall find us ready to His hand when, in 
answer to our patient prayer, He comes forth 
to re-make this England of ours, that it may 
_not be hard for the men who come back to 
live as Christian men. 


“ENGLAND still remains to be taken out of the 


Stupor of self-satisfaction and complacency into which 
her great and flourishing condition has steeped her, 
and until she can be stirred out of this condition and 
until religious revival takes place at home just so long 
will the War continue. When she can look out on the 
; future with humbler eyes and a prayer on her lips 
then we can begin to count the days towards the end.” 


ADMIRAL SIR DAVID BEATTY. 


— — 
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you have spoken of Christ, clearly and simply, 2 other nations the idea that we are | 
as man to man, spoken of Him as the Gospels ypocrites after all, as they never hear a lay 
show Him to be, somehow or other there n We have got to get 
was a mg for you? He Himself is the over our shyness, remember that we are 
as much in our when of Christ 
to 
home. 
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The Reunion Outlook. 


Notes and 


causes makes them synonymous 
causes, and as we know these causes will 
persist, we think unconsciously that their 
great leaders will always live to guide them. 
Many felt a strange shock when the death 
of Sir Thomas Fowell Buxton was an 
nounced. They knew him to be the friend 
and protector of depressed races, the fer- 
vent advocate of missionary work, the 
apostle of international peace, and the man 
who could ever be relied upon to take the 
right side when any great moral or spiritual 
issue came before the public. He loved 
freedom, and he determined that no man, 
as far as he could secure it, should be 
deprived of freedom. He fought against 
slavery and protected aborigines. He saw 
that commerce conducted on right lines 
would do much for countries opened up to 
trade, and therefore he sought to advance 
the British East Africa Company. While 
still a young man he felt that the American 
civil war would make the position of the 
emancipated slaves difficult, and accord- 
ingly he organised relief for them. Strange 
to say, the closing five years of his life 
brought him some of his heaviest tasks. 
The Congo, Putumayo, and Portuguese 
Colonies presented problems involving the 
worst kinds of slavery existing in districts 
under European control. He faced every 
task as it came with unselfish public spirit. 
He knew his goal to be righteous and the 
means employed to be worthy of the end. 
Accordingly he threw himself into the 
work with a zeal that was always tempered 
by discretion. The root-spring of all his 
activities was humble faith in God. He 
early accepted the call to follow Christ 
and faithfully served Him to the end. He 
lived up to his family motto, Whatsoever 


Comments. 


thy hand findeth to do, do it with thy 
might,” and we rejoice to know that his 
sons follow in his footsteps. The name 
Buxton has a noble past and has every 
promise of an equally fruitful future rich 
in good works unselfishly performed. 


The National January 2nd was observed 
Day of in all Churches as a day of 
Prayer. confession of sitis and prayer. 

Services were solemn, sermons 
were earnest, and the congregations were 
not what they ought to have been. The 

Nation as a whole was not moved. We 

are not among those who think lightly of 

the privilege afforded to the organised 

Christian forces of the Nation meeting on 

a Sunday for a national—in so far as they 

are representative of our national religious 

life—pouring forth of the desires of their 
heart to God. We need something more. 

For eighteen months, Sunday after Sunday, 

we have had war intercessions in every 

Church. Sunday after Sunday the War, 

perhaps, has been too much in our thoughts 

as we gathered together in the presence of 

God. We have not had any public expres- 

sion in a striking and sélemn manner of 

the whole Nation's cry to God for a speedy 
and a righteous end to the War. There is 

a call to a solemn manifestation of our 

dependence upon God, of our individual as 

well as national sinfulness, and of our 
penitence and resolution to amend what is 
lacking in us. Surely Great Britain and 

Ireland can afford to lay aside commerce for 

one day—to have proclaimed by the heads 

of the State a day when our industries will 
not be busy and our factories will be silent. 

If this be done, then we shall have a 

national expression of faith in God that 

will solemnise all our thoughts and draw us 
nearer to God. Unfortunately, we are met 
with the argument that the Nation has 
shown by its a from the Houses of 


C; 
The late Some men become an insti- 
Sw Thomas tution and their death seems 
Fowell to be something that ought 
Buxton. not to have happened. A 
lifetime associated with noble 
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Prayer that it is not Christian in its out- | worthy project, his Holiness expresses bis 
ward expression of faith, We mourn the earnest desire that the end may answer 
fact. We bewail . asks the same of 
ence, the reliance all the 
are so evident. of Christ 
be. The remedy for i before and bidding him, 
hands of religious teachers and spiritually i as the one to 
minded men and women ven over to be 
blaming those outside the range of Church use of the unity of 
influence if those within urch. | requested to 
not up and doing. How many have made permit the letter to be published, and he 
the great discovery that God is living God gave the necessary permission. 

to them? When the Churches grasp this, | 


the Day of National Prayer and Humilia- 
tion will be proclaimed. The In the letter authorising 
| Bs Foundation publication the Cardinal said, 
| of Unity. It is a pleasure to repeat the 
The P Out of 205 invitations issued encouragement that the aid 
and the fora Conference on Faith and and earnest prayers of the Roman Pontiff 
Conference Order, held in Garden City, will never be lacking to anyone who having 
on Faith and L. I., U.S. America, 76 were freed himself from prejudiced opinions, 


Order. accepted, 66 were not acknow- with a true and sincere will, strives with 
ledged, 54 were declined, and all his strength that the unity of faith and 

9 replies were doubtful. A great sensa- fellowship instituted by Christ and built 
tion was caused by the reading of a letter upon Peter may be restored, and that all 
from the Vatican in which Cardinal Gas- who are enrolled in the name of Christians 
pari said that the Pope showed great may betake themselves to the bosom of the 
affection towards the promoters of the one most loving Church and may be joined 
conference. “For you well know that the and associated as members with Christ the 
plans of the Roman Pontiffs, their cares head.” We read that the letter was 
and their labours, have always been speci- received in silence and a few moments 
ally directed to the end that the sole and after the ministers present applauded 
unique Church which Jesus Christ ordained §_ vociferously.”" We wonder if, when they 
and sanctioned with His Divine blood studied its exact wording, they continued 
should be most zealously guarded and their approval. The Pope abates nothing 
maintained, whole, pure, and ever abound- of his claims. He is the source and capse 
ing in love, and that it should both let its of unity in the Church,” “to whom all men 
light shine and open wide its door forall have been given over to be fed.” Here 
who rejoice in the name of man, and who is the claim of the Papacy to universal 
desire to gain holiness upon earth and dominion. “Those enrolled in the name of 
eternal happiness in heaven. The august Christians,” not Christians“ or baptised,” 
Pontiff, therefore, was pleased with your are exhorted to betake themselves to the 
project of examining in a sincere spirit and bosom of the one most loving Church, that 
without prejudice the essential form of the . they may be joined and associated as 
Church, or ‘the inner essence of the members with Christ the head.” In other 
Church.’ He earnestly hopes that under words, unconditional submission to the 
the spell of its native beauty you may settle Vatican is the sole condition under which 
all disputes and work with prosperous issue unity is to be attained in accordance 
to the end that the mystical body of Christ with papal teaching. There is no acknow- 
be no longer suffered to be rent and torn, ledgment of Christian brotherhood, nothing 
but that by harmony and co-operation of is said that gives Christian status, much 
men's minds, and likewise by the concord less the attribution of Church membership, 
of their wills, unity of faith and communion to the amiable leaders of the Faith and 
may at last prevail throughout the world of Order movement. The Pope wishes them 
men. Thanking you, then, that you have well on condition that they will perceive 
thought well to request the aid and support him to be the Vice-Regent of Christ upon 
of the Holy Pontiff in expediting your earth and the Creed of Rome to be the 
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Creed of Christ. We do not think inde- 
pendent Christian theologians wil! be likely 
to accept his terms, but it is interesting to 
see the method of approach in the twentieth 
century to American Churchmen of many 
denominations by one whose authority in 
Europe has suffered eclipse through his 
attitude on the War. Is the Pope seeking 
in the new world to restore the balance he 
has lost in the old ? 


Tracts. The Chaplain of the Fleet 
wrote to one of the great 

religious publishing houses requesting it 
to send him no more tracts. The men are 
willing to read Testaments, but will not 
tead tracts, therefore it is only waste of 
material to forward tracts to our men at 
sea. Is this the case? Will men no longer 
read short, pointed narratives or able exposi- 
tions of Scriptural Truth ? We had thought 
that the day of the tract had come back. 
For more than twenty years there had been 
a falling off in the number of religious 
booklets published, and within the last five 
years practically every organisation with a 
cause to press has found it advisable to 
circulate tracts. Even the Central Board 
of Missions of the Church of England has 
gone out of its way to issue a series of 
tracts,and The Times newspaper has printed 
hundreds of thousands of literary tracts, 
for its well-known broad sheets for the 
soldiers are similar to tracts, although their 
mission is of a different character. To ou 
own knowledge men and women will still 
read tracts, but they must be tracts worth 
reading. Fifty years ago tracts were not 
liables to be thrown on one side by readers 
of the halfpenny press, for it did not exist, 
and much of the cheap literature then in 
circulation was definitely religious. Now, 
religious reading is in danger of being 
squeezed out by secular papers, and tracts 
to be read must have some literary attrac- 
tiveness, and a freshness in presenting the 
old saving truths of the Gospel. There are 
fortunately many such tracts in existence, 
and they are pored over and valued by 
many thousands of men and women who 
find in them help and comfort in their 
desire to walk heavenward. More than one 
of our great leaders owe their souls to the 
tract given in faith, and our honoured Hon- 
orary Secretary, Prebendary Webb-Peploe, 
has frequently acknowledged his indebted- 


t awakened his slumber. 


Germany,“ 
Scriptures by Martin Luther we gratefully 
confess our debt to him and his brave 


Surely England is still a Protestant nation, 
and it is only by straining words that France 
can be called “Catholic.” Has not Germany 
twenty-three million Roman Catholic sub- 
jects, and is not Austria wholly Roman 
Catholic? This neglect of facts that the 
speaker could easily have ascertained does 
not add weight to his statement: “Let them 
remember that German Protestantism was 
a much tougher foe than German militarism, 
and if the Church was going to succeed in 
her great battle against the forces opposed 
to her, it must have unity once more. The 
Church of England must never rest content 
until she has made amends and reparation 
to God for her part, which was not slight, 
in the separation which had taken place. 
She was bound to accept and to make 


- overtures from the Holy Eastern Orthodox 


Church and from the Roman Catholic 
Church.” This explains his hostility to 
German Protestantism, and sheds light on 
all his attitude. German militarism is the 
fruit of the rejection of the teathing of the 
Gospel which Luther preached. The ad- 
vocate of Roman re-union wished to appeal 
to prejudice, and attributed militarism to 
the attachment to the Reformation principles 
which are the heritage and cherished 
possession of three-fourths at least of the 
Christian men of England. It is sad to find 


men ready to pervert facts to score points 


against what they know they should not 
hate when their office signifies they are 
bound to support Reformation teaching. 


ing soul and led him to Christ. 
German Some writers have striven 
Protestantiem hard to show that Germany's 

and secession from the Roman b 
German Church and attachment to 
Miltariem. the Reformation message is 
the source of the present 
decadence in her character. As followers 
of Evangelical teaching—not “made in 
fellow - workers. We cannot, however, 
discover on what grounds a speaker said: 
“ The war in its essentials is a war between 
Catholicism and Protestantism. They would 
find that the majority of the Catholic 
nations—England, France, Italy, Belgium, 
and Russia—were all united against Prussia 
and the Lutheran and Calvinistic States.” 
21 
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demons who impersonate their kindred 
and friends. They are manifestly dealing 
with the lowest dregs of the spirit world, 
who either cannot or will not disentangle 
themselves from the earth sphere.” Words 
such as these from a loved leader cannot 
fail to have marked influence among many 
devoted Christians. All will not place 
equal weight on the points he develops, 


and women to be alive to the signs and 
needs of the times. | 


An In an eloquent sermon on 
Incredibly the first Sunday of 1916 the 
Momentous Bishop of Winchester said 
Fear. that the year will be “in- 
credibly . momentous.” We 

all feel it—few of us realise the responsi- 
bility the fact throws upon us. Truth to 


ae 


the Nation at this solemn crisis to witness 
without shame or fear to their faith in 
Jesus Christ as their Lord and Saviour and 
supreme Guide; to join in the fellowship 
of prayer; to seek to bring the Spirit of 


the 

will become more habitual during the year 
It is the path to peace, joy, and union. 
If men dwell in the Presence they will 
recognise more and more their oneness 
with Christ. The first condition of union 
with one another is union with Christ. 
The greatest need of the Churches to-day 
is the possession of the conscious sense of 
the Presence of God in the heart and life 
of the individual and community. The 
year will be incredibly momentous in the 
inner shrine of the life of every one who 
learns by experience the joy of the practice. 
With lives thus engaged we can face the 
facts that will meet us in the outer world. 


Church Union It is announced that the 
in Canada. minority against the Union 
in Canada has in- 

creased among the Presbyterians, Congre- 
gationalists and Wesleyans are strongly in 
favour of the plan so carefully thought out, 
but in the large centres of population in the 
East the more important Presbyterian ele- 
ments are doubtful. This is to be deplored. 
The vote in Presbyterian Canada represents 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
Dr. Dr. F. B. 
proaching.” the signs 
finds that 
are centring in Palestine. 
more inhabit the land, 
Turk is ebbing, and the 
| ensure it on ines 5 vi 
N died to save revelation, he proceeded : “ Is it an accident 
preached to that as I write I take up the programme 
witness of Christ “almost, if not entirely, card of a Layman's Christian Crusade, 
! complete.” The world is being turned led by some of our best men, with the 
upside down, and in the midst of the object defined, To appeal to the men of 
upheaval we see the great increase of 
spiritualism. “It is an extraordinary thing 
* that those who profess the name of Christ 
should have dealings with the spirits of 
| Jesus Christ to bear upon all the problems 
N of life? The first rule is: By definite 
endeavour to learn and practise the practice 
1 of the Presence of God.” We hope that 
| % but few will hesitate to see in the striking 
it series of facts a call to greater prayer, 
Ee earnestness, and service. We cannot tell 
the day, we do not know the hour, but 
. we must have our loins girded and our 
& lights burning as men who wait for the 
) coming of the Lord. In the Ordination 
Service of the Church of England these 
; words are read by one of the Deacons, and 
they are a solemn call to him and those 
N ordained with him, at the commencement 
of his ministry. They are more than that 
| they are a summons to all Christian men 
— = 
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142,466 for Union and 90,335 against, and 
1,265 congregations for and 463 against. 
It will be seen that the minority is largely 
composed of the congregations that have 
most members. The President of Toronto 
University says: “If the Union were 
effected the congregational activities of 
of these older districts and towns of the 
East would hardly be influenced, whereas, 
if the present state of affairs continues, the 
West will find its present difficulties, serious 
though they are, greatly increased by the 
immigration and other conditions that may 
come upon them after the War.” It seems 
as if the congregations that have a long 
history behind them, and are very much in 
the same condition as the city congrega- 
tions in the United Kingdom, adopted a 
course that suited themselves, forgetting 
that in the rapidly growing parts of the 
Dominion very different problems have to 
be faced. War is making great changes 
in Candda, which has undertaken to send 
half a million men to the front. The best 
supporters of the Churches in the new dis- 
trict have given up everything to join the 
colours, and there are difficulties in the way 
of maintenance that can only be solved by 


some measure of union. We believe that 


the same spirit of devotion to a high ideal 
that has governed the young men in volun- 
teering for the army will manifest itself 
among the ecclesiastical leaders, and a way 
will be found which will openly manifest 
that oneness of spirit and devotion which 
characterises the three Churches that have 
prayed for, planned, and brought almost to 
the verge of accomplishment a joint working 
agreement that will profoundly influence 
the whole spiritual future of Canada. 


Islington. The Parish Church of 
Islington was crowded by 

clergy who cathe to hear addresses on the 
“Call of the War to the Clergy.” The 
day’s proceedings were heart-searching. 
There ran through them a sense of human 
and ecclesiastical shortcoming and a con- 
fidence that God alone can set the clergy 
and the Church of England right in the 
attitude to be adopted at this time. There 
is no doubt that the address which will live 
longest in memory and will drive men to 
their knees was the outspoken statement of 
the Bishop of Chélmsford. He gave timely 
utterance to what godly men and women 
are everywhere feeling. He got down to 


23 


fundamentals, and boldly attributed the 
failure of the clergy to their placing first 


He does not preach Christ crucified ; he 
brings no message of salvation to the hearts 
of men, and offers no Saviour to those who 
are “ weary with dragging the crosses too 


heavy for mortals to bear.” The Bishop of 
Chelmsford calls for a ministry content 
with nothing short of winning souls for 
Christ. To-day the hungry sheep look up 
and are not fed. The ministry of recon- 
ciliation, the ambassadorial privilege of 
calling on men to “be reconciled to God,” 
is not practised. This is the case in all the 
Churches. The Church of England does 


not stand in isolated shame for neglect of 


its chief duty. “Christians, wake up! is 
the summons of God to His people, and as 
the Bishop of Manchester says, “God is not 
unwilling to bestow on His Church a soul- 
winning ministry, but those who desire 
such a ministry must do their pert in 
fervent and importunate prayer, and in 
those labours without which prayer is an 
unreality.” The Bishop of Chelmsford 
has sounded a trumpet with no uncertain 
sound. May God give His children grace 
to hear and obey the call. 8 


Tribal Deities. We have no wish to publish 

the strange jarring and even 
blasphemous words of some German theolo- 
gians who have written on the place that 
Germany holds in the divine economy. One 
has even gone so far as to say that Germany 
is crucifying herself for the salvation of man- 
kind. Those who have had many oppor- 
tunities of observing the spiritual state of 
Germany, and of studying the religious 
literature evoked by the War, say that 
Germany has transformed the Scriptural 
conception of God into a vague State con- 
ception that makes God coterminous with 
the German State, and His policy and 
actions identical with those of Germany. 
God has become something even lower in 
thought than the tribal deities of the past. 


salvation, and the main object for which 
Christ came into the world is either over- 
looked or forgotten in the pulpit. Every- 
thing except conversions is sought by the 
preacher. He likes to expound moral 
themes, to indulge in poetical rhapsodies, 
to expound patriotism, and to dwell on the 
— 


; He has become an impersonal being identi- and bereavement on countless thousands, 
fied with the impersonal State. One of the and destroying uselessly what was meant 
chief results of the revelation of God in for the well-being of humanity. It is not 
Christ, as the one God and Father of all, possible for contemporaries to see the end 
was to make it impossible for Christians to of events that are now working themselves 

| think of God as impersonal—as the absolute out under our eyes. We look back and 

/ unconditioned and inconceivable. God is find the hand of God visible amid much 

7 the Father of the Lord Jesus Christ, whois confusion, bringing order out of chaos, and 

| our Saviour, and the Son is the fulnmessof utilising for His glory the factors that 

t the revelation of the Father. When we scemed to make for evil only. All these 

. seek to know God, we approach Him things are against us, has frequently been 

| through His Son, and in communion with the cry of th . 

} His Son we find it impossible to think of with God, “Lord, I believe. Help Tho 

} God as a mere local deity who has relation mine unbelief.” Trusting God, dwelling in 

r te ome race or people only. Accordingly the shadow of the Cross, we have hope that 

} we seek to know His will and to follow it. maketh not ashamed, and faith that will 

) We do not strive to bend His will to our hold firmly by the love of God until the 

short-sighted views, but ever seeking todo mists have rolled away. God lives and 

) what pleases Him, we are assured that He rules. He sitteth above the universe, and 
will guide us right, and will stand by us as lives in the universe He has created. No 

. we seek to do His will. In this spirit we sparrow falls to the ground without His 

f have sought His guidance in connection knowledge. Mr. Balfour in his recent 
with the War, and because we have tried to Gifford lectures writes: When I speak of 

be on the side of God, we pray for victory God. I mean a God whom men can love, a 
and the triumph of righteousness. We God to whom men can pray, Who takes 
learn that some of the best Christian leaders sides, Who has purposes and preferences, 


as the sole test of truth, the absence of the took sides, loved, succoured, and strove 
Evangelical appeal, and the reduction of to help in every way those who sought His 


Christianity to a cold intellectualism or a aid and walked with Him. In our dark- 
vague sentiment. ness He is our light, in our gloom He is 
we can seek Him 


Divine There ‘our stay, and at all times a 
Providence. 1. — — As long as we draw nigh to God through 
puzzled and perplexed by the r 
events of the past eighteen months. God f — guidance 
2 to be hiding Himself, and the men during this time of stress. We must, how- 
or whom He sent His son to die are en- 
gaged in the awful work of killing one on the side of God can we be sure that God 
another, bringing anxiety, sorrow, anguish, 
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and received with disastrous results. Some are giving wrong directions as 

the authenticity and authority of the Scri „that most precious of all Books, 
which contains the Divine Revelation God's love and God's will to man— 
others are giving wrong directions in regard to the possibility of communicating 
with those who have departed this life—and indeed in many other ways. II 
would seem, however, that some of the worst of their kind are those being given 
| to some of our brave—thrice brave—officers and men who are laying down their 
_ lives for their country, namely, that death, in so good a cause, will take the 
place of the ious Blood of Christ as regards the putting away of the sins of 
à lifetime. en, of whatever rank in life, and whoever they may be, give, or 
| Becept, such directions at their eternal peril!" 


| From Does He Really Hear by A. Mercer. 


t | “ THESE are om in which we constantly hear of wrong directions being given 
| 


> 
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| 
through which religion is passing. What leave unimpaired the possibility of a 
else could be expected? For many years personal relation between Himself and 
Teutonic theology has been based ona rejec- those whom He has created.” God is 
tion of the authority of Scripture, the setting Spirit. God has revealed Himself in the 
up of certain philosophical preconceptions Person of His Son, and we know that He 
| | 
| 
5 
— ⏑ ⁰[ m—k 
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World Missions and Unity. 


to say, in Turkey the 
Bible Society has 
to remain at work under 
British head, and some thirty British 
bjects engaged under the American Board 
at their posts. In Asia Minor even the 
American missions have been molested, and 


‘it 


hope and expect—of the defeat of Turkey by 
Great Britain, the very important question 
of the Khalifate will have to be settled, and 
this will have a marked effect on the future 
of Islam. While political Germany has 
been seeking to emphasise the similarities 
between Islam and Christianity, and many 
attacks have been made on missions to 
Mohammedans, we are glad to know that 
missionary leaders repudiate the assertions 
of kinship between the two creeds, and look 
upon the close alliance with Turkey as 
likely to give rise to difficulties in the 
coming years. We are thankful that this 
is so, and take this opportunity to note that 
some of the German ecclesiastical leaders 
who used very unchristian language at the 
beginning of the War, now begin to think 
that, after all, when peace is signed, co- 
operation with English Christians may be 
possible. 
African The African field has been 
Missions. greatly disturbed by war. 
German South-West Africa, 
German East Africa, and the Kameruns have 
all felt its incidence. German and British 
missionaries have been interned, and in the 
Kameruns we have, on the authority of Dr. 
Julius Richter, editor of Die Evangelischen 


Notes and Reviews. 


Missionen, that six of the seventeen mis- 
sionaries who fought in the defence of 
Togo are now imprisoned. If missionaries 
act as combatants nothing remains but to 
imprison them, and the victors must intern 
their companions who have influence with 
the natives. It is sad indeed that mission- 
aries among the heathen should think it 
their duty to bear arms in a war with 
another Power that has a large missionary 
organisation working under similar circum. 
stances. In German East Africa the 
British missionaries have been interned 
and taken from their work. As far as we 
can trace, there is no real evidence that 
undue severity has been practised against 
African missionaries by either of the 
belligerent Powers. The Governments 
concerned had duties to perform, and when 
it is remembered that German missionaries 
took up arms against the British, it is not 
surprising that those who fought have 
been imprisoned. 


India. In India the German mis- 
sion stations were closed, and 

it is plain that the authorities wished that 
they might be spared this . Excellent 
work has been done by German agents, 
and as far as possible their work has been 
taken over by British workers. It is 
indeed sad that war should have this effect, 
büt all experience proves that at times of 
national crisis the conflict between the 
desire to act impartially and the craving to 
serve the fatherland does not always end 
in a man preferring the claims of the 
heavenly citizenship to what he considers 


to be the duty of loyalty to his earthly 


native land. The mass movements con- 
tinue, and the American Methodist Mis- 
sions in North-West and South India 
report in ome year 30,000 baptisms, and 
40,000 refusals to baptise because of their 
inability to provide teachers for those who 
would be received into the Church. In 
these missions alone 150,000 enquirers 
were registered. The desire for federation 
grows, and difficulties are being overcome, 
as there will be no interference with the 


25 


The War Tun War has cast its shadow 
and Missions. Over a great part of the 
world missionary work of the 

lands where war has been 

has been much interruption, 

tries where belligerents rule 

the terrible cruelties to the Armenians have 
reacted on mission work. From Palestinc, 
British missionaries have had to seek refuge, 
and, as was to be expected, Mesopotamia and 
Persia have had to be surrendered “for the 
duration of the War.” In the case—as we 


Korea the growth of the Church is a cause 
for devout thankfulness, and the Methodist 


and Presbyterian Missions report that they 


have now 76,825 communicants and 196,000 
adherents. In the last year for which we 
have figures 2,400 were baptised. The 
Bible Societies say that sales have exceeded 
all past records, and there is no doubt as to 
the extent and reality of the revival that 


is at work among the people, who have 


shown a marked readiness to receive the 
Gospel. 


The For the purpose of com- 
A.T. Pierson memorating the work of Dr. 
School in Pierson, whose daughter is a 
Seoul. missionary in Korea, his 
friends founded a Bible School 

to instruct Korean Christians in the Bible, 
and to train Bible teachers and Christian 
workers. The basis of the school is clear 
and definite, and all who assist in the work 
must accept its terms: “The basis of 
teaching in the school shall be (a) the 
Bible, as the revealed Word of God and the 
only infallible rule of faith and practice ; 
() the Deity of our Lord Jesus Christ and 
salvation for man only through His atoning 
work.” Now the school is about to have a 
building of its own, and it is expected that 
the average of a hundred students who 
attended during the past four years will 
increase. The management of the institu- 
tion is in the hands of trustees drawn from 
representatives of the Methodist and Pres- 


byterian Churches. Uganda and Korea, 
although very different countries, supply 
the two outstanding instances of nations 
accepting and assimilating Christian teach- 
ing, as it were, naturally. In reality God 
has honoured faith and consecrated living 
among missionaries. 


China. The China Inland Mission 
celebrated its Jubilee, and this 
organisation now embraces 1,963 mission- 
aries, 1694 salaried and 1071 voluntary 
Chinese workers, with 754 Churches and 
34,000 communicants. China does not 
appear to have lived up to its promises. It 
has compromised on the opium trade, and 
has made it necessary for the oath of allegi- 
ance to be taken in the presence of an idol. 
Progress has been made in many mission 
fields; but an enquiry into the self-support 


of the Church brought to light the startling 


fact that the amount paid by Christians in 
support of the Church was on the average 
less than half of the amount which, accord- 
ing to general custom, would be given for 
purposes of heathen worship. Side by side 
with the development of the indigenous 
Church is a movement for greater responsi- 
bility and power to be given to the Chinese, 
and Mr. Chengting Wang openly advocates 
that the missionaries should eHace them- 
selves, and work deliberately from behind 
the scenes, They should make themselves 
the helpers, not the leaders of Chinese 
workers. The problem of transition from 
missionary -controlled to self - governing 
Churches is not easily solved, but full 
control cannot well be given to any organ- 
ised body of Christians brought to Christ 
by missions until the Church is on a self- 
supporting basis, and the extraordinary 
revelation made by the committee of 
enquiry in Fu Kien shows that Christian 
giving is not on a right basis. ; 


Mission The finances of our Societies 
Funds. have been less interfered with 

by the War than was thought 

probable. Anxiety is, however, felt as to 
the results of the 1915-16 balance sheets. 
The International Review of Missions, to 
which we are indebted for many of the 
above facts, informs us of the generosity of 
American Christians to missions that have 
suffered through the war, and it is a joy to 
know that they have also sent help to the 
French Protestant Churches, whose work 
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Creed and relations internal and external 
—of the federating organisations. Ac- 
credited members of the Churches will be 
freely received, there wil] be a mutual 
. and . acknowledgment of the dis- 
cipline, ministry, and membership among 
| the federated Churches. 
| Japan. Japan, as far as missionary 
work is concerned, has been 
very little influenced by the War. The 
moral prestige of the West has received a 
blow, and missionaries no longer are able 
to urge the acceptance of Christianity as 
the best controlling influence over national 
| life. The National Evangelistic campaign 
| closed in February. Nine hundred and 
| fourteen meetings were held, attended by 
| more than 160,000 persons, of whom 5,000 
1 were enquirers. In some parts of the 
| country a remarkable organisation for- 
prayer grew out of the campaign. In 
a 
1 
1 
| 
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has been greatly interfered with by the 
occupation of part of their territory and 
the summons to the colours of so many of 


their ministers. Links of sympathy and 


goodwill which draw us nearer together are 
cheering signs of the breaking down of 
barriers, and the generosity of our American 
brethren will be long remembered by those 
they have aided. 


The Panama In February the Panama 
Conference. Conference will meet. It has 

become famous throughout 

the United States owing to the strange 
action of some Episcopal Churchmen who 
wished to boycott it, as its holding would 
render, in their opinion, the breach wider 
between the Protestant Episcopal Church 
of the United States and the Church of 
Rome. The laity of that Church have 
spoken out, its most prominent ministers 
have made their influence felt, and it is 
seen that the minority opposed to the send- 
ing of delegates is in no sense representa- 
tive of the Church. One result of the 
controversy is that attention has been 
rivetted on South America, and never 
before was its condition, from a spiritual 


point of view, so vividly understood by the 


American Christians. They are appalled by 
the statistics of unbelief, the verified state- 
ments concerning the combination of pro- 
fessed religion and immorality, and the low 
moral status of the nations. The careful 
study of the many problems to be discussed 
will be fruitful in good, and will do much 
to dissipate the belief, that because the 
Church of Rome claims to be in possession 
of a land, no. other body of Christians 
ought to be permitted to work therein. 
The claims of God's Truth are as strong— 
in fact, much stronger—than the duty of 
accepting 
have proved a barrier to spiritual progress. 


Putumayo In consequence of the de- 
Mission. struction of many Indian 

? tribes and the veto of the 
missionary work among those that remain, 
it has been found necessary to abandon the 
Putumayo Mission. The whole story of 
Putumayo will long remain a blot upon 
Christian civilisation, and the policy that 
has excluded Protestant missions requires 
much justification from a country that has 
lately adopted religious liberty. Progress 
must be slow, and the day will come when 


ecclesiastical regulations that 
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it will be possible to work freely among the 
Indians on the Amazon. 


Unica in The Week Prayer was 
Spam. observed in all tnd churches of 
Madrid, and on Sunday evening, 
January 2nd, the Rev. Dr. Thomson, a well- 
known American Presbyterian missionary 
and chairman of the committee revising the 
Spanish translation of the Bible, occupied 
the pulpit in Bishop Cabrera’s church, on 
the invitation of the Bishop. Nothing is 
more cheering to visitors to Spain than to 
experience the spirit of Christian brother- 
hood that exists among those who are 
working for Christ in that land, where 
marked progress is being made in the 
preaching of the Gospel. The old State 
persecution is a thing of the past, and the 
Evangelicals are no longer exposed to the 
slights from public anthorities that made 
them an object of contempt to their fellow- 
countrymen. By their lives they commend 
their faith to their acquaintances. 


“Christian Old heresies are continually 
Science” in cropping up in the Christian 
Uganda. Church. We may be certain 
that no inhabitant of Uganda 
associated with a movement that caused 
anxiety to the missionaries ever heard of 
the Gnostics or of Mrs. Eddy. Yet we find 
that Christian Science is in a full-fledged 
form, without, however, the bad metaphysics 
of the American brand. A chief held that it 
was wrong to take medicine, as God is the 
healer, and during the Week of Prayer in 
1912, when intercession was made for 
doctors, medical 
missions, he protested against the offering 
of this prayer. Until lately his following 
was small, but when a native preacher 
joined him the movement made progress. 
It was called “The Church which does 
not use medicine,” and led astray some 
thousands. The Church took the matter 
up, gave instruction to its own people, and 
by so doing overcame the schism, which has 
now spent its force. The whole movement 
was founded on Dent. xviii. 10, 11, in which 
the word “ charmer” is translated into the 
native tongue by a synonym for doctor. 
Like most similar movements, it began in an 
honest mistaken conviction, and afterwards 
became a cave of Adullam for those who 


resisted European control, desired easy 


baptism, and wished to retain polygamy. 
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Dr. Horton 


Da Horton chooses as the motto of his latest 
work, “the work of gentle and gradual re- 
construction has begun The author of this 
saying is the late Canon Cheyne, who, we are 
told, was at liberty to indulge in his Jerehmee! 


home. There however, a reconstruction 
which is in its tendency as foreign from the 
contents of the Gospel as Bahaism is from 
Christianity. It consists of putting a gloss on 
everything men do not like in Gospel 


things, 
and making an amalgam of all with the slippery 
mercury of what passes for the final thought of 
the age. We are, to-day, brought face to face 
with many such reconstructions. Some are 


at a text, to him previously 
“Woe unto them that rise up 
early in the morning, that they may follow 
strong drink. The question of the beer at 


Reconstruction a Help to Doubters.” By 
Robert F. Horton, D. D. 
& Co. 3s. 6d. net.) 


(London : James Clarke 


the Bible is a lamp to our 


superna 
feet, and a light shed upon our path.” In 
spite of this is it in consequence 


of this method of consulting Scripture ?—he has 
ceased to believe that the Christian religion 
rests on the Bible as the inspired and infallible 


know nothing of Christ, and the teaching of © 
Christ, as recorded in the New Testament, lays 
considerable stress upon the Old Testament as 
the vehicle of Divine Truth. 

Dr. Horton boldly tells us that we owe the 
discovery of the Person of Christ to criticism 
We rub our as we read this contention. 
The Person of Christ has ever been the rally- 
ing centre of the saints of the Church. Our 
earliest hymns are full of the Person of Christ— 
the Epistle to Diognetus, which we are glad to 
find Dr. Horton quotes, is full of this teaching. 
Dr. Horton must know that the great eighteenth- 
century revival centred in Christ. We have a 
clue to his outlook in the remark that “ the 
positive results of the Reformation are as yet 
temporary and uncertain. Even the greatest 
theologians, such as Ritschl or August Sabatier, 
in their efforts at reconstruction do not succeed 
in gaining unanimity; they only awaken 
opposition and ote reactions from the 
extreme positions which they have taken. 
Are Ritschl, with his extreme subjectivism, and 
Sabatier, with his broad rationalism, the 
fairest fruit of Reformation theology? We 
think not, and are sorry Dr. Horton has spoken 
of them as if they are the greatest Reforma- 
tion theologians.”’ 

We would not have it understood that this 
book does not contain some helpful thoughts. 
It contains much to stimulate, but its acceptance 
of the so-called ‘‘ assured results of criticism, 
and its general vagueness, make it an uncertain 
guide. As we read it the shade of Pelagius, 
the great opponent of Augustine, came before 
our mind. He was evidently a man into whose 
life the iron of sin had not entered, and whose 
outlook was coloured by an extreme amiability 
and the gift of taking extreme positions which 
he held to be inevitably and irreducibly true. 
Augustine knew sin; he knew the power of 
the grace of God; and his teaching, in many 


‘respects, lives to-day and reaches the heart of 


man. Is it not somehow typical of Dr. Horton'ꝰs 
whole method that he has published a book 
full of quotations and references, without an 
index or an analysis of chapters to help readers 
to refer to his argument and illustrations ? 


| 
1 
1 incoherencies because he was convinced of the Word of God. We agree with him that the 
1 truth of Christianity. Dr. Horton does not Christian religion rests and founds itself upon 
|} written a short time before his death—was an 
| effort to find in Bahaism the reconstruction of 
. all religion. There is reconstruction and re- 
1 construction. The eternal Gospel has an 
. i appeal to every age. One age requires one 
i aspect to be put more strongly than another, 
7 and every age must have the message of Christ 
addressed to it in language it can understand 
N The secret of the secular power of the Gospel 
lies in its grip of the human heart in all ages 
| It comes from God, and God drives His truth 
| documents, laying stress on whatever fits in 
| 
| i well meaning and desire to be true to Christ. 
Others are avowedly written to explain away 
N the supernatural, and others are mere human 
hypotheses without any definite relationship to 
the revealed will of God. 
Dr. Horton follows the a priori road. He is 
convinced that our Blessed Lord is Divine ; he 
| has a high opinion of the Bible as a teacher In 
fact, he tells us that during prayer for guidance, 
when an undergraduate, as to whether he 
should set beer before his guests at breakfast, 
breakfast was settled. t another thing was 
1 — 
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Prayer for the War. 


REMEMBERING that this War is the common 
shame of Christendom inasmuch as the warring 
Nations are called by His name. and the strife is 
fratricidal ; imasmuch, too, as such wars represent 
our universal failure to bring every thought into 
captivity to Christ; let us with one accord set 
our face unto the Lord God, seeking Him by 
prayer and supplication and confession, and with 
one voice, saying 

O Lord, the great and dreadfal God, which keepeth 
cooenant and mercy with them that love Thee to keep 
Thy commandment: righteousness belongeth unto Thee. 
but unde us confusion of face, as at this day unto all Thine 
Israel, both them that are near, and them that are far off 
To Thee, O Lord our God, belong mercies and forgiveness 
though we have rebelled against Thee ; neither have we 
hearkened in full obedience unde Thy voice, to walk in Thy 
laws set before us in Thy Holy Child jess. O Lord, 


Thy Church; because for our sins and the sins of 
fathers Thy Church and peoples are become a reproach 
fhat are round about us. Now therefore, O our 
hearken unto the prayer of as Thy servants, and 


A Prayer for the Men at the Front. 


Loran» Gop or Hosts, whose mighty hand 
Dominion holds on sea and land, 
In Peace and War Thy Will we see 
Shaping the larger liberty. 

Nations may rise and nations fall, 

Thy Changeless Purpose rules them al! 


When Death flies swift on wave or field. 
Be Thou a sure defence and shield. 
Console and succour those who fall, 
And help and hearten each and all 
O, hear a people's yers for those 
Who fearless face r country's foes 


For those who weak and broken lie, 

In weariness and agony 

Great Healer, to their beds of pain 

Come, touch, and make them whole again. 
O, hear a people s prayer and bless 
Thy servants in their hour of stress 


For those to whom the call shall come, 
We pray Thy tender welcome home. 
The toil, the bitterfhess, all past, 

We trust them to Thy love at last. 
O, hear a s prayers for all 
Who, nobly striving, nobly fall. 


For those who minister and heal, 

And spend themselves, their skill, their zeal, 
Renew their hearts with Christ-like faith, 
And rd them from disease and death 

And in Thine own good time, Lord, send 
Thy peace on earth till Time shall end ? 


Jonx OxenHam. 
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back will they fail to find what like a river, 
and bonn of our nation that. me 
to the Church is surely these to the 
women who cared for the HE debating about things that are 
rather than about things that 
exalting men, however popular 
instead of exalting 2 Christ 
sheer off from such a Church, for t 
find there what they need and what 
David Brainard, when he was 
O Lord, when I get to glory how 
Church be upon my heart!” The C 
going to be enshrined in his heart 
because it was in his heart when he 
Church. is gold. But do you 3 And, lest we should fail in the future 
where the gold is to be? Under foot. may God lay His Church heavy u 
That is hearts today, and may 
the place for in the Church. If, when the — A that God's glory may be seen i 
men come back from the war, they find in the m thereof. 
a 
4% shine upon these desolations, for the 
For we do not present our supplications 
our righteousness, but for the tender 
: in Him. O Lord, hear; O Lord, 
hearken and do; defer not for Thine 
Ged, because Thy Church and Thy 
Mere called by Thy name, revealed to ws and | 
ren to us in Jesus Christ our Lord. AMEN. ee 
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The country cries out for new organisa - 
leaders, new methods. We gather 

armies, we mobilise scientists and 
chemists, bankers and business men, capital 

labour, and in all this we do wisely ; 
we should do better still if, at the same 


of things in England, the frivolity and in- 
self-indulgence and Godlessness. 


Is that a hard saying ? But what if it be 
How is any change to be brought 


8 


forces, and that on this the issue 
If ever it is done, it will have to be 


1 


our opportunity. A mere 
Christians, if all of one heart and 
mind, one in fellowship with the Lord, one in a 
great and holy purpose, can set mighty spiritual 
forces in motion. We can do something, even 


= 
2 


merely defeat Germany and crush its sinister 

for ever, but which will also paralyse 
the darker spiritual forces that are working 
it. And nothing less than this will 
We must not listen to any voice that 
pleads for a premature peace, least of all if_it 
comes from the There will be plenty 
of that kind of. talk presently, but let there 
be no parleying with it. Better the continuance 


* 


Oh! that the Holy Spirit would bring home 
this truth to us as a Nation, to our Churches, 
and to every individual. “Separation from 


every trial. For this is the word 
: “If ye abide in Me, and 
My words abide in you that means union), 
ye shall ask whatsoever ye will, and it shall be 
done unto you. 

That great promise still stands, it still holds 
If we will fulfil the conditions we shall 
ering gratitude 
wo yet fender Files is 
God of Deliverances, the Inspirer, the Hearer, 
the Answerer of all true yer. Our song 
but unto Thy name be the glory; for as His 


is the work, so His, and His only, shall be the 
Praise for evermore.—Amen. 
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1 chear conscience. cf the conflict through years of suffering than 
stcking. We the peace which would lead to 
— of the same devilry ere long. 
| Just because our task is so stern—and never 
N vet has one quite like it been set us thereſore 
ar. 
| y of 
1s 
ö N involved. And so we may ask Him for victory, 
| and to Gt us for it through those spiritual 
prevail. spiritual forces. Everyone can share in it; 
54 His holy ministry of supplication. But, if it is to be 
. effective, it will mean something more than 
the usual bedside prayer in the morning or 
. the few minutes’ devotion last thing at night. 
. What is needed is spiritual intensity, a deep-set 
| holy purpose; the confession of sin, the 
| pleading of the promises, the acknowledgment 
of human impotence and of our utter depend- 
ence upon the Divine aid. 
Let us not fail in this. Let us get back to 
simple faith in God, the God and Father of our 
time, we organised our spiritual forces, if we Lord jesus Christ, and ours in Him ; the faith 
1 did not forget our need of the Divine dynamics which brought our forefathers through many a 
7 Here are the words of a general lately back crisis, the faith of the saints of all ages, the 
) 88 faith which casts itself upon the Almighty 
and clings to Him, and eventually triumphs. 
A prominent French atheist has through 
| is lar more region in the trenches n this War been savingly converted. He has 
in 38 — himself written the story. After describing 
to be an atheist in the presence of a ‘ national 
cemetery.’ And then, addressing his own 
country, he pleads: 0 France, France, 
return to your faith and to your better days; 
for separation from God means ruin.” 
ht 
; means quietness and assurance and a victorious 
75 much, towards stirring the soul of our people, 
f and thus hastening a victory which will not 
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Prayer and Missions." 


By Rev. Hubert Brooke, M.A. 


17 
271 
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2 


as foolish as that little girl, and want the wisdom 
„ when im the face of the 


of that little 
promises that has put before us we hesitate 
about Because the Lord aid. Every- 


one that knocketh, to him it shall be opened. 


= 


pleading, beyond all else, for intercession, and 
particularly for united intercession. 
just what the Lord taught us here: “ Pray ye 
therefore. That is His su way of 
getting the work done; that is what He means 
His people to do. 

First of all, there is something implied in 
the phrase of verse 36: When He saw the 
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* Address at the King’s Hall. London, on 
Thursday, January sth. 1916, in connection with 
the Universal Week of Prayer. 


multitudes." The disciples stood 
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he , and thereby warms my 
with sympathy, then I can pray. Know- 
is essential to continuous and prevailing 
yer. We must now. If we look out to-day, 
have the means of knowing in a way that 
Church of Christ has never had in bygone 
ys. We have now minute information 
concerning what parts of the field are occupied, 
are not. We can find out 
where they are weak and deficient, and where 
tisfactorily staffed (although I have 
these latter yet). There 
one mission field and its 


it is t which those thousands of mission- 
aries tell you is the most essential thing of all— 
you must take trouble to know about them. 
As you read your monthly missionary magazine 
never put it down content with saying, “‘ That’s 
an interesting number, without having fixed 
on one, or two, or three points, or more, that 
must be prayed for until next month brings 


you more. Knowing, you cam pray. 


35 


Then, next, we want to pray in sympathy 
with the Lord. He was looking out on the 
multitudes when He told them how needy the 
harvest field was, and bade them pray. In 
another place (St. John iv. 35) He said: Look 


passion. They looked at what He 
what His pi 
t 
So 
did nc 
am 
living 
in prayer great work is they do 
not see what the Lord sees. They are not 
stood looking quite lost. Just then a little looking out, and they do not know. If we do 
boy came from the other direction, and he went not dow, we absolutely cannot pray about 
up and said to ber, Why don't you knock anything. Suppose that a man stops me in 
It was so simple. The knocker was quite close. the street and says, Pray for me, and goes 
I sometimes wonder whether we are not just on, what can I pray for? If I say, “ Lord, 
bless that man, then I am done. I cannot | 
say any more because | know nothing more 
if he tells me of some great . 
We contemplate here for a little while this 
morning the wonderful power the Lord has put | 
into our hands by the means of prayer, and 
what He means us to do with it, and what He | 
means to get from it Himself. At the Edin- | 
burgh Conference, five 
reports were to hand 
mission districts in t 
missionaries there had 
was their greatest need . 
and in thousands of 
Our greatest need out here | 
home base They knew that ) 
that message home five and | 
that at every Missionary Convention he attended | 
in his long journeys in the East, the people . 
sent a message by him to the home workers, | 
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lady to ; number of labourers into His harvest 
things field ? Once the China Inland Mission Said 
mow a they wanted one hundred missionaries within 
that the nent year, and met together and 
said - Separated, one said : 
is one “Why should we not thank God for these 
what And He has led to pray 
prayer. One nat was the exact number they sor > 
a One hundred and three They knew exactly 
f what they wanted, and prayed for then, Let 
‘ for them, ‘he mission field wants, and pray 
5 © want Pray, too, for unity amongst 
f head those working out there. Think of that 
} dof Dr. Mott. Perhaps the greatest Student of 
and = missions in the world. said: “ Real unity 
you.” Protectan the foreign missionary bodies of the. 
| level, Protestant Churches would double their capacity 
. the before you added one an What a realm 
ä ith a for prayer !—that God would sweep away the 
: Hor dividing things between Christians and bring 
1 reach them to see their unity. That is the place of 
A blessing. The Psalmist tells us that where 
; Sfor brethren dwell together in unity, there the 
| ie: Lord commanded the blessing.” Those things 
; need that God commands stand fast. It is not a 
| base. fugitive blessing, but one that stands fast. 
: “Cod be merciful unto us and bless us 
: put We can put ourselves in the place of blessing if 
2 it it we learn to be united with our fellow Christians, 
4 amen speakers to be—of whatever Church we call ourselves 
Lie a: “Prayer is the putting forth of vital spiritual members—an Evangelical Alliance. 
i energy.” Another said Prayer is the highest Let us remember a third thing, and that is, 
4 effort of which the human spirit is capable.” the Lord taught His people to pray for power. 
‘8 That means that a real time of prayer may They were told to tarry in Jerusalem till they 
Ei leave you exhausted — more exhausted even received power from on high, and they tarried 
25 than an eight hours day of work may do. and they got it. That is what the Lord tells 
1 1 was going to say a little about what to us to pray for—the Power of God's Holy Spirit, 
5 pray for, but our Chairman has told us that which is a real thing, and which. when it comes, 
1 mainly. One thing—we want to pray for more can be known. A man once said to me 
et workers. In these days we are able to learn, I am not quite sure about some of my men 
i if we want to. exactly how many workers are camest, whole-hearted fellows, very keen on 
1. wanted. Within the last three years a very open-air work, and so on. They are always 
a: careful inquiry was made by one single Society praying that they may receive the baptism of 
72 in China as to exactly how many workers the Holy Ghost. I am not quite sure about 
14. were needed to staff properly each one of ite Continued request. What do you think? 
| Stations. The result reached was that they I said to him: “] would ask them, what is the 
25 wanted one more for every four in the field. answer that, when it comes, would make them 
41 I do not suppose that from that point of view thank God that it is there? Define your 
A their stations are different from any other petition, then ask it, and then you know at 
43 stations in China. In that land there are at once when you should give thanks. I think a 
if present about five thousand Protestant mission - good number of those men would have had to 
1 aries, and they want at least one quarter as stop praying and give thanks if they considered 
5 many again. From nowhere else. except from rightly this matter of Praying for the Holy 
4 Japan, where the need was exactly the same” Spirit. They do not define their Petition for 
a: have such accurate figures come as to the power, and when it comes they do not recognise 
ce number of workers needed. But it is practically it. Let us learn to pray, and get others to 
Certain that if you found any mission station Pray (a) for needed workers, (6) for God’s own 
: in the world to-day, and sent one more worker unity amongst all His true children, and c) 
N in addition to the four there, that one would that the needed power shall be given, and be 
; be instantly occupied and absorbed to the full. _ recognised when it is given, and so bring 
i "8 it too much to ask that God would seg wr praise to Him from all parts of the world. 
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Books worth Reading. 


A GREAT MISSIONARY—WALKER OF 
TINNEVELLY. By Amv 
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of the native Church in his district. He bel 
in order, in welltaid bat he 
en 


if 


to be universally applicable but ha 
unfortunate habit of breaking down in pract 
He never ceased to think. He lived with his 


E 
183 


reading, and the well-t 
the critical moment to give the direction that was 
needed to guide his Master's work. Mi 

enthusiasm, when united with keen thinking, can 
do wonders. More can be effected when every- 


thing is brought to the throne of grace and the 


irit of the New Testament governs all action. 
falker learned this lesson, and in conse- 
quence we find his life a book that steadies the 


will to do the will of God. 

STORIES OF THE KINGDOM: ADD 
TO CHILDREN. By the Rev. WILL 
M.A. (Mor & Scott. 2s. net.) 
Practical on the parables of our Lord, 

enforcing moral and spiritual lessons of value 

a — suited to the youthful mind. Differences 

opin 


i Parables will 
be caused by the au 's treatment of his theme, 
but the aim is , and the style of address 
calculated to reach the class aimed at. 


MARY BIRD IN PERSIA. By CLaraC. Rice, 
with a Foreword by the Right Rev. C. H 


Stileman, D. D., late Bishop in Persia. (C. M. S. 

Salisbury Square. 3s. 6d.) 

The roll of missionary workers in God's great 
field contains many noble names, but the name 
of Mary Bird, quiet and unobtrusive as was her 
work, adds lustre thereto, and is worthy of a promi- 


Fr 


as 
a beautiful story of a life called, qualified. 
and used of God for great results. We heartily 
accord with the Bishop in his foreword when he 
says, It would have been s loss to the Church of 
Christ if mo such record bed been written We 
have a portrait skilfully drawn of one who was in 
truth a pioneer. a medical worker, « teacher, a 


strength of Christ. This narrative is y 
of such a one—a ng officer, James Wool Calla 
lor, full of bravery, energy unselfishness, and 


readiness to do his duty to the uttermost for King 
and Country The author, Mr, John Wood, isa 


and and 

we it will have, a wide circulation. It will prove 

helpful as a gift book to young officers and others 

we follow the excel of its contents and 
the example of the consecrated it et forth 
with prayer that ite mission may be evangelistic 
as well as instructive. 

DRAWING THE NET; orn, HOLDING THE 
YOUNG FOR THE CHURCH. By the Rev. 
J. (Morgan & Scott. Is. 6d. 
net.) 

The author in this volume treats on one of the 
most important points in connection with the 
Christian work of to-day. As he says in his 

ing sentence, To cast the net is one thin 

to draw it in is another. For lack of skill 15 

this direction very many results of useful <ffort 

which ought to be garnered are lost. Mr. Gibbon 
gives us some account of his own experience in 
secking to meet this difficulty, and furnishes not 

a few practical suggestions for ministers and 

other workers of value. His last on The 

Churches and their Work in War Time is worthy 

of careful reading, and provides special food for 

thought as to the aims and methods of Sunday- 

school work in these days. . 


— — — — 


occapies himecif in the annals of public which it claime and deserves The work of 
“onary efor. and Mim Wiivow Carmichael he the sainted Hen has largely passed out 

t work spirited biography 
of her former chief. 4 stands out as a 
man God. That was pre-eminent charac. 
teristic. I have ome passion—that is Christ,” 
he could truly say of himself, and the marvellous 
wielded were constantly 
of his Saviour. 

Tiend, and an ration to ber fellow workers. 
as « faithful soldier and servant of Christ.” Persia 
manner into the 
sphere modern national thought. 
and the reader will find in these a deeply 
— and inatrective description of the 

volame from every point of and we trust it 
will be widely read by all who are concerned for 
the furtherance of the Gospel in Kastern lands 
The book cannot fail to awaken real and stimu 
late devotion to the cause of Christ at home and 
abroad. 

able, pul remembered that (,0d wishe A LIFE WELL LIVED. A Memoir. By ons 
Bible to be interpreted to the present . The Woop. (London: Partridge & Co.) 
best theological writing was studied by bim The toll of officers fallen in the service of their 
He never lost his taste for poetry and scientific Ki ee ee eee If their bio- 

craphies were written it would be found that all of 

t died nobly and valiantly, but not of all could 

| it be said that they died fighting in the faith and 

relative, - the book necessarily r ts famil 
mind, gives Conpcenc D scart, ana es 
the reader realise that God rules and reigns and 
will use to the full all who commit oe to 
Him. This is not a biography to reviewed. 
It is one to be read and personally appropriated as 
a test of the soul progress of the 1 and a 
guide to the pathway to be followed by those who 
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BVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 
THE GREAT HEREAFTER. 21 the Rev. . 
Cc & Co. 


D. D.D. (Leadon: Cc 
is. met) 

Dr. like all men. is much exer. 
cieed the ais by the War. He 
reads of thousands of ordinary men, with. 


PETE 

2 
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Fit 


we 

DOES HE REALLY HEAR? By Aru 
Mercer. (id. From the Author. Rosel, 

Wimbledon 


others, written and issued by Mr. Arth 
Mercer, this, in our judgment, is one of the 
Attractively printed on India paper, these book 
cannot fail to arrest attention where the ordinary 
tract might fail. “Does He Really Hear? 
discusses the great subject of Prayer, being full of 
incident and forceful fs written in a style 
which bears evidence of inspiration Here is one 
of the telling incidents with which Mr. Mercer 
illustrates his points 


also in the principal countries throughout the world. 
Preident.—The Right Hon. Lorp Po_wartn. 


Vice-Presidents.—The Load BisHor or Duauam, The 


1 
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who sent her into the night and the ng 
storm! Greater still is the responsibility of thoes 
hers and teachers of 


omen and to their children the wrong direc- 
tions. Instead of warning them to flee from the 


' «Wrath to come, they preach that all is well. 


Instead of pointing out God's way of salvation by 
the atoning B ; — obscure the Cross, deny 
Christ s atonement, and send their hearers down 
the road which leads into eternal darkness and 
misery. 

May we each one seek to know more of what 
223 ap ord will om and may we be blameless 
in s sight in this matter of givi ‘wrong 
directions 


World's Evangelical Alliance (British Organisation’. 


(Founded 1846, Incorporated 1912.) 


Brancues of the World's Evangelical Alliance exist not only in many paris of the United Kingdom, but 
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made payable to the order of the World’s Evangelical Alliance 


38 


19 “ When in America, I was West one time 
the 
N train at a small station, where they stop 
1 the train come from a certain distance. 
— —— 7 
1 woman said, ‘Don't forget me,’ he replied. 
“y “There was a man in the carriage who said, 
ns ee A little while later he 
Here s your station.’ She stepped out of 
the train into the storm. ._. 
The train had gone on about three-quarters 
: of an hour, when the brake-man came in and 
1 f said, ‘ Where is that woman 
1 The travelling man said, ‘ She got off.’ 
1 Ine brake-man said, ‘Then she has gc to 
She followed the wrong directions, and they 
led her to her death, and the death of her little 
one. How great the sibility of the man 
} C sristianity, and . ive to lost men and 
Of the series of booklets “for officers an 
t 
on, r LUSH, Su ALFRED Pearce K.C.V.O., 
; Sir T. F. Victron Buxton, Bart., Rev. Prof. J. Raproxp THomson, M.A. 


EVANGELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


AND CHURCH AID SOCIETY, 


CHURCH HOUSE, WESTMINSTER, S.W. 
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President - - + ‘THE RIGHT REV. BISHOP INGHAM, 0.D. 


EVER in history were Spain and Portugal so open to the 
preaching of the Gospel. In both countries persecution 
by public authorities has practically ceased, and the Reformers 
h ve greater liberty of worship and preaching than they ever 
had in the past. Taking advantage of these opportunities, the 
Spanish and Portuguese Evangelical Reformers have held 
missions in many new districts, have arranged special services 
in their Churches, and have had the joy of seeing many souls 
won to Christ. It is especially cheering to find the congregations 
for the most part consisting of young men and women who have 
consecrated their lives to the service of God. Many of these are 
active Christian workers banded together in Societies for mutual 


help and counsel. They hold cottage meetings, distribute tracts, 
and invite their friends and acquaintances to attend the services. 


School work is maintained on a religious basis. All thé 


children in Schools helped by the Society are educated in 
Scriptural truth, and are trained to read and value the Bible. 


The work of the Churches is entirely conducted by mer and 
women born in the Peninsula, and it is an appeal by Spaniards — 
and Portuguese to their fellow-countrymen to accept and follow 
the call of Christ. | 

The Committee needs £1,600 before March 31st, 1916, to 
enable it to meet the year's expenditure. WILL you EU? 
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Coutributions will be gratefully rectived by the Rev. H. E. Noyes, D. D. Hon, 
Financial Secretary, and by the REV. THOS. J. PULVERTAFT, Secretary, Church 
House, Westminster, S. H. | 
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GVANGEBELICAL CHRISTENDOM. 


(British Orgasisation) 


Recent Alliance Booklets. 


Family Prayers (No. I). 


By the Archbitthop of Canterbury. 


Family Prayers (No. 2). 

By the Bishop of Winchester. 
‘The above are the addresses delivered at the great 
Price ONE PENNY each, 6/6 per 100 post free. 


“TO SOLDIERS 
on 
ACTIVE SERVICE.“ 


e bound in khaki, 
paper covers and contain of 
two Fied-Marshals—Lord Roberts and Lord 
their important testwmonies 


concerning provides a daily Family 


special! Prayer for Soldiers on Active Service’ ont 
other belpful matter. 


Tus Right Rev. Hishop 
Taylor Smith, DD. C.V.O.— writes 


and I will 
* 5 dock. am sure prove 


: Price ONE PENNY each, 6/6 per 100 post free. 


Our Soldiers and Sailors. 
THE NOON WATCH.” 
attractive post-oard, 


to twelve, we should all Hift up our hearts 
to Ged for our brave Soldiers and Sailors 


Er With @ brief prayer for daily use 
for =; 200 for B/S post free. 


Modern Unrest and the 
Bible. 


By Sir Andrew Wingate, K. C. I. E. 
Price d. per, post tree. 


WORLD'S EVANGELICAL ALLIANCE 
British Organisation }, 
19, RUSSELL SQUARE, LONDON, W. C. 


PRICE TWOPENCE. POST FREE, 34. 


THE GREAT WAR. 


TWE SEORET OUR 
(ROME AND THE JESUITS) 
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J. A. KENSIT, 
3 & 4 St. Paul's Churchyard, E. c. 


FATEFUL DATE 
Feb. 290th, 
The the Financial the 


MORAVIAN MISSIONS. 


To treat the Divine Commission as 
SCRAP PAPER” 
£12,000 


is received by that date, stations in 
Tibet, &c., must be given ap, where 


Moravians are 


THE ONLY MISSIONARIES, 
and the heathen left to die in darkness.” 
these things be? 


Costributigns grate’u.ly acknowledged, and information 
given, by the Rev. W. Werrow Cox, Secretary, Leadon 
Association ia Aid of Moravian Missions, 7, New Court, 
Liecoin’s Ian, London, W. C. 
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